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1 Executive Summary 
 
1.1 This Conservation Plan has been written to support a Stage II application to the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund to support the conservation and enhancement of Radipole Park and 
Gardens. 

 
1.2 Radipole Park and Gardens, which date c.1930, is one of Weymouth Town Council’s most 

popular and, arguably, unappreciated urban parks.  It lies to the north of the busy town 
centre besides the expansive Back Water lagoon as a buffer between town and country.   

 
1.3 A slip of land, the park and gardens were created in part to alleviate local unemployment 

through land reclamation within an area with an ancient history of trade and industry.  In fact, 
the site is the only realised part of a much more ambitious scheme: Radipole Lakes, wherein 
leading landscape designers, Milner Son & White promoted a series of island destinations 
complete with tea gardens, boating lakes and sports facilities.  Radipole Park and Gardens 
is a distillation of that scheme and it remains remarkably intact with its original boundaries, 
circulation, sports facilities, structural tree planting and some intended internal and external 
views. 

 
1.4 The significance of the designed landscape is high despite it not being designated.  It 

evidences the involvement of an international landscape design practice, illustrates aspects 
of Milner Son & White’s distinctive house-style, inherited from the work of leading Victorian 
landscape designer, Edward Milner d. 1884, holds great association with national and local 
events, from the DD Landings to private celebrations, and retains a particularly strong 
communal interest in providing a place of exercise, relaxation and contemplation as well as 
being an important local greenspace, a wildlife refuge and a focus of activity for the 
community group, The Friends of Radipole Park and Gardens. 

 
1.5 However, the design integrity and significance of the landscape has been eroded through a 

perceived fragmentation of the site, by reduced maintenance resources, through the 
deterioration of hard and soft landscape features and by periodic upgrades in the form of a 
replacement railway bridge, access ramps and play area improvements.  The age of the 
structural planting also creates risk through increased vulnerability to pests, disease and the 
effects of climate change.  Flooding and waterlogging are issues for the site, however its 
location in a high category flood plain, next to a large lake raises significant challenges in 
trying to ‘solve’ the problem.  Some mitigation work has been identified, as detailed in Section 
10, but the primary focus is to look at how the park is managed and to focus on the 
biodiversity benefits of wetter areas. This Plan clearly identifies such risks, based on a 
detailed condition assessment, whilst also identifying new opportunities for the future 
enhancement of significance and increased public enjoyment of the site as a whole.   A 
management vision, supported by a set of robust conservation principles and policies, helps 
set out a strategy to realise these opportunities and to balance any conflicts, such as those 
between public use, heritage and wildlife. 
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2       Introduction 

2.1 Radipole Park and Gardens is owned and managed by Weymouth Town Council.    This 
linear park with its mixed sport facilities was created in the 1930s as part of a landscape 
reclamation project in part to alleviate local unemployment.  Today, Radipole Park and 
Gardens are still a popular and a much-loved attraction for both residents and visitors 

offering formal and informal recreation. 

2.2 Despite some recent investment in sports facilities, much of the fabric of the park and 
gardens – the hard and soft landscaping – has deteriorated.  Changes in the use, 
management and expectations of this valuable greenspace have eroded its special interest 
be it historic, aesthetic or communal.  Through this Plan, Weymouth Town Council aim to 
manage the Park and gardens more effectively and efficiently, to better conserve and 
enhance significance and facilitate new opportunities to encourage greater public access 
and enjoyment, through education and healthy recreation.  By refining the purpose of the 

park and garden Radipole will be passed on to future generations to enjoy.   

2.3 Radipole Park and gardens lie to the north of Weymouth town centre bound to the east by 
the main line railway and to the west by the main road, Radipole Park Drive.  This road 
separates the site from Radipole Lake, an RSPB reserve, to which the site forms a unique 
setting.  The many specimen trees, hedges, flower beds and grass areas found within the 

park and garden provide valuable and additional habitat and linkages to the north and south.   

2.4 The location of the Park is shown in Figure 1 overleaf. 
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Figure 1 - Location of Radipole Park and Gardens 
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What is a Conservation Plan? 
 

2.5 A Conservation Plan considers different kinds of heritage collectively.  A Plan first draws 
together information to provide an understanding of why the heritage of a site is important 
and to whom (its significance), and second, it uses that information and understanding to 
formulate recommendations and actions to manage the heritage. 

2.6 In describing and assessing the different significances of a site’s heritage, and how it might 
be at risk, the Plan informs future decision-making about subjects such as new works, 
conservation and restoration projects, public interpretation, general management and 
prioritising of actions. 

 

Purpose of the Conservation Plan 
 

2.7 The Conservation Plan (the Plan) for Radipole Park and Gardens has been prepared by the 
NLHF bid Project Team, including members of Weymouth Town Council and the Friends of 
Radipole Park, to guide its conservation and to support a Stage 2 application to the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and associated applications for planning consent.  Heritage 
consultant, Deborah Evans, DE Landscape & Heritage Ltd. has also contributed to the Plan 
drafting text and policies. 

2.8 The Plan has been written in accordance with guidance provided by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund as agreed1.  It forms part of a suite of documents including an Activity Plan, 
an Access Plan and a 10-year Management and Maintenance Plan, intended to guide the 
future management of the Park and it should be read in conjunction with them.  

2.9 The Plan records changes in the site’s condition and conservation priorities, whilst benefiting 
from new community links and research. 

2.10 A history of the site, prepared by Sue Hogben on behalf of the Friends of Radipole Park and 
Gardens, has also informed this Plan. 

 

Consultation 
 

2.11 Public consultation is a key part of the Conservation Plan process.  Early consultation has 
involved 20 events which has informed the initial drafting of the Conservation Plan.  Draft 
policies will also be subject to public consideration during Second Phase Consultation period 
in 20192.    

2.12 The Plan will be subject to further consultation with stakeholders and interest groups during 
the Delivery Period and ahead of its adoption by Weymouth Town Council. 

 

 

 
1 Conservation Plan guidance – Parks for People, National Lottery Heritage Fund, 2012 
2 Consultation results can be found in Appendices 1 – 3 of the Activity Plan 
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Scope and limitations of the Conservation Plan 
 

2.13 In its scope, the Plan fulfils the following objectives: 

• It identifies how the designed landscape and its condition has changed since c. 1939; 

• It has identified and assessed new archival and survey information, and,  

• It has identified ‘gaps in knowledge’ such as additional specialist survey and analysis 
work that may be required for future conservation work. 

 

Structure of the Conservation Plan 

2.14 The Plan is composed of the following sections: 

• Executive Summary; 

• Introduction; 

• Background Context – provides background information about the site and sets out the 
planning and management context; 

• Understanding the heritage – describes Radipole Park and Gardens and its heritage, 
including its development through time. It also describes the condition of the site, its 
local and wider context, how it is used and how it is currently managed; 

• Statement of Significance – sets out what is important about Radipole Park and 
Gardens, why and to whom; 

• Risks and Opportunities – explains what is happening to the heritage of the site, how it 
might be vulnerable and identifies potential threats and opportunities; 

• Vision and Policies – sets out specific aims and objectives for conserving, enhancing 
and managing Radipole Park and Gardens, and, 

• Implementation, Adoption and Review – explains how the Plan will be implemented, 
adopted, monitored and reviewed. 

• Appendices  
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3. Background Context 

Location and summary site description 
 
3.1 Radipole Park and Gardens are situated within easy walking distance to the north of 

Weymouth town centre and to the west of Melcombe Regis.  The narrow, linear site is 
aligned north/south and bound by a main road, Radipole Park Drive and the main 
London/Weymouth railway line to the west and east respectively.  The site extends to c. 6.6 
Ha. 

3.2 The southern entrance to the site is off Radipole Park Drive and adjacent to the entrance to 
a local Aldi store.  The southern area of the park is enclosed and intimate with a gentle 
serpentine footpath running between rockwork, shrubs and trees.  This path leads to a more 
formal area with a central oval lawn surrounded by the main path.  The path separates areas 
of lawn ornamented by formal planted beds and specimen trees and shrubs.  To the north of 
the oval, the path continues on its original alignment and it is crossed by a west/east cross 
axis.  This axis connects east to a footbridge over the railway, Alexander Bridge, to Hanover 
Road and provides a second key link to the town centre.  Dense tree-and shrub-planted 
banks and hedge and screen planting along the roadside and railway embankment dispel 
the close proximity of the town to the park and gardens and provide a popular retreat for 
residents and office workers. 

3.3 To the north of the formal gardens, the path leads to a small car park which bounds the 
south side of a series of tennis courts and sports facilities which span the narrow site.  The 
southern-most court is managed by Weymouth Tennis Club.  These are bound to the west 
and east by straight paths which connect the formal gardens to a large open area of amenity 
grass/playing field to the north.  To the north of the sports facilities, a second car park, multi-
use games area, a children’s play area (arranged within a drained historic water feature) and 
a small skate park, separate the facilities from the amenity grass. 

3.4 The amenity grass is surrounded by a continuation of the boundary paths.  A continuation of 
the hedge and boundary trees also form a formal boundary to the site along its west side.   
To the east more mature tree planting along the foot of a steep scrubby bank separates the 
park from the private gardens along the south side of Coronation Road above. 

3.5 The park concludes at its northwest end in a triangular area of young orchard which was 

planted and is maintained by the Friends of Radipole Park. 

3.6 On the opposite side of Radipole Park Drive is Radipole Lake which is fed by the River Wey 
from the north.  The lake forms part of a large area of freshwater lagoon with extensive reed 
beds, the lake itself being an important national RSPB reserve.  This distinctive landscape 
contributes to the setting of the site and helps connect it with the more rural landscape to the 
north and west of Weymouth. 

 

  



 

Figure 2 - Site plan showing key features

Alexander Bridge 

RSPB Visitor Centre 

Jubilee Retail Park 



Boundaries 

3.7 The boundaries of Radipole Park and Gardens are relatively informal apart from 
security fencing along the westside of the railway.  This fencing continues around the 
west boundary of a small industrial estate near the south end of the park.  The site 
boundaries are composed of clipped mixed hedges and trees which provide filtered 
views across Radipole Park Drive to Radipole Lake and the distant countryside 
beyond.  The site is open access with only simple metal restricted height barrier to 
limit access to the car parks. 

Topography 

3.8 Radipole Park and Gardens are low lying with much of the site below the water level 
of the adjacent lake.  This contributes to periodic flooding and waterlogging 
particularly in the northern area of the amenity grass.  The western edge of the site is 
assessed by the Environmental Agency as ‘High Risk’ falling to ‘Low Risk’ to the 
east. Proposals to alleviate the waterlogging are being developed as part of the 
development of the project. The Management and Maintenance Plan will also include 
take flood risk and waterlogging into consideration and it will be a design 
consideration for the heritage café, play area and new landscaping of the park.    

Geology and soils 

3.9 The site lies within an area of Weymouth estuary known as the Weymouth Anticline.  
This is composed of layers of sedimentary rocks – oolitic deposits - that have been 
laid down over time, but which have buckled and twisted to form ridges and valleys, 
carrying rivers that feed into the River Wey and out into the sea.  The main floor of 
Radipole lake and indeed virtually the whole Radipole area comprises of a top layer 
of Oxford clay in which can be found numerous fossils, including turtle stones 
(septaria).  Much of the land within the site boundary was reclaimed from the area of 
the adjacent lake. 

3.10 Soil found within the area of the site is classified as loamy saltmarsh soils or loam 
and clay recognised by slow permeability and seasonal wetting with a notable acid 
content.   Historically, the site has also been subject to the introduction of imported 
topsoil. 
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Figure 3 - Diagram showing the rock formation of the Weymouth anticline; courtesy Wikimedia 

 

Microclimate 

3.11 The site is exposed to south-westerly winds which can carry salt into the Park and 
gardens.  Some trees along the west boundary bend in the direction of the prevailing 
wind and the site is characterised by many plants typically associated with a maritime 
climate such as Holm oak (Quercus Ilex), Escallonia and Elaeagnus. 

Tree and vegetation cover 

3.12 The southern area of the site is well-planted with a mix of specimen and native trees 
and shrubs.  Some trees, such as Monterey pine (Pinus radiata), Blue Atlas cedar 
(Cedrus atlantica), Holm oak (Quercus Ilex) and the Weeping willow (Salix sp). which 
line the north section of the central path within the formal gardens, are original.  
These have been supplemented over time with other specimen trees such as Red 
oak (Quercus borealis), Snakebark maple (Acer sp.) and various ornamental shrubs.  
Some specimens have been planted as memorial trees. 

3.13 The robust hedging (including Ilex, Ligustrum and Griselinia) helps contain the site 

and separates it from the busy Radipole Park Avenue. 

3.14 In contrast the northern area of the site is more open with planting restricted to the 
boundaries.  Here trees such as English oak (Quercus robur) and Sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus) are maturing with smaller native trees such as Field maple (Acer 

campestre) and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) occurring along the eastern slope. 

Ecology 

3.15 The site functions as an important corridor and habitat for wildlife between the town 
centre and suburban housing to its north and northeast and between Radipole Lake 
and the town.  Nest boxes are found within the site. 

3.16 Habitat within the site has been identified as improved amenity grassland, semi-
improved grassland, inundation grassland (the playing field), orchard, scrub, 
scattered mixed trees and formal shrubberies and flower beds.  Native flora within the 
site includes Strawberry clover (Trifolium fagiferum), Fleabane (Pulicara dysenterica), 
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Bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Common knapweed (Centaurea nigra) and 
Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) which are all ‘Dorset Notables’3.    

3.17 Natural England has identified the area of the formal gardens as ‘part of a woodland 
priority habitat network and a high priority for woodland improvement’ on account of 
the variety and maturity of ornamental and native tree and shrub planting4. 

3.18 The close proximity of the site to Radipole Lake increases the probability of Protected 
Species, such as otter and water vole, using the park for foraging or habitation.   A 
bat report dated December 2018, recorded five important species of bats foraging 
within the site.  The most common species were Pipistrellus sp., followed by Myotis 
sp. (Natterer’s and Bechstein’s bats), Eptesicus serotinus,  Plecoctus sp and 
Nyctalus sp.5    

3.19 A variety of birds have also been recorded at the site such as Reed Warbler 
(Acrocephalus scirpaceus), Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), Green Finch (Chloris 
chloris) and Herring Gull (Larus argentatus). 

 

Planning and Management Context 

Statutory Designations 

3.20 Radipole Park and Gardens are not included on Historic England’s Register of Parks 
and Gardens of Special Historic Interest.  However, as an example of a public park 
dating from the first half of the twentieth century, they hold historic interest and can 
be considered to be an undesignated heritage asset. 

3.21 Radipole Park and Gardens do not contain any listed building or scheduled 
monuments. 

3.22 Radipole Park and Gardens lie adjacent to the Radipole Lake reserve (RSPB 
Swannery Nature Reserve).  This coastal lagoon of reed and marsh is a SSSI and it 
is owned by the RSPB being one of 180 national reserves.  The Wild Weymouth 
Discovery Centre is found on the reserve.  The reserve is particularly important 
habitat for rare reed bed birds such as Bearded tits (Panurus biarmicus) and for 
mammals such as otter (Lutra lutra) and water voles(Arvicola amphibious).  The 

reserve is an important sanctuary for migrating birds.  

Landscape Character Assessment 

3.23 Radipole Park and Gardens falls within National Character Area 138, Weymouth 
Lowlands although in itself it is not typical of the predominant landscape types 
associated with the Jurassic Coast or Dorset AONB.  The site is not explicitly 
mentioned in the area Profile but several references are made to Radipole Lake 
nature reserve. 

 

 

 
3 A Baseline Ecological Survey of Radipole Park and Gardens with Ecological Recommendations.  Dorset Wildlife 
Trust, November 2018 
4 Ibid 
5 Radipole Park Gardens Bat Report, Dorset Wildlife Trust, December 2018 
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Local Planning Policy 

3.24 West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan, 20156 sets out the planning 
strategy for Weymouth.  This remains the current strategy until new plans are 
developed for Weymouth Town Council in early 2020.  The key areas of policy 
concerning the site are: 

3.25 A Strategic approach to environment and climate change which advocates 
Development should protect and enhance the natural environment - its landscape, 
seascapes and geological conservation interests, its wildlife and habitats and 
important local green spaces (p.12). 

3.26 WEY1: Weymouth town centre strategy area.  This includes the southern area of the 
site – the formal gardens – but they are not explicitly mentioned in the supporting text 
nor in that describing sub area WEY3, Station Area and Swannery Car Park.  
Instead, it advises that ‘development must, as far as practicable’  i) retain and 
enhance the area’s rich and distinct local character and notable landmarks, and  ii) 
recognise the need to manage residual flood risk7. 

3.27 Radipole Park and Gardens is an important and established green space in 
Weymouth.  Policies COM4: New or Improved Local Recreational Facilities and 
COM5: The Retention of Open Space and Recreational Facilities can be applied to 
Radipole even though the site is not specifically identified. 

3.28 Policy ENV6: Local Flood Alleviation Scheme may also apply to the site on account 
of its close proximity to Radipole Lake.    

Management Overview 

3.29 Radipole Park and Gardens are owned and managed by Weymouth Town Council.  It 
is one of eight parks in Weymouth. Greenhill Gardens has held Green Flag status 
since 2006 and Sandsfoot Gardens was first awarded the Green Flag status in 
2012. The general approach to the maintenance of the parks promotes the 
conservation of ‘natural, landscape and structural features’8. 

3.30 The site is cared for by a central Parks team consisting of 22 Full Time employees 
and 11 seasonal workers.  This team carries out all normal management and 
maintenance activities in accordance with an approved Annual Work Plan aligned to 
priorities contained in the Weymouth and Portland Corporate Plan, 2016 – 2019.  The 
priorities are: i) Building a stronger local economy, ii) Empowering thriving and 
inclusive communities, iii). Improving quality of life and v) Developing successful 
partnerships.  The Parks team is supported by individual Friends groups associated 

 
6 The Melcombe Regis Board Strategic Plan, 2017-2021 can be seen to complement the Local Plan by 
championing the important contribution public landscapes and positive living environments make to 
community health and well-being. 
 
7 The site is included in the Dorset Historic Towns Survey as Weymouth Historic Urban Character 10, Radipole 
lake and shore  
8 The Management of Green Flag Gardens, Weymouth Town Council, 2019 
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with each park.  The Friends carry out duties such as litter picking9, organising 
fundraising events and connecting with the local community .      

3.31 Further details of the management structure and responsibilities, staffing and funding 

are provided in the 10-year Management and Maintenance Plan (MMP). 

Leases and Covenants 

3.32 Details of leases and covenants are provided in the MMP. 

3.33 Weymouth Lawn Tennis Club has a full repairing lease on some of the courts, which 

are designated for private use by their members. 

 

 

 
9 Ibid.  Topics include Announcing the Garden, Physical & Social Access (connectivity & inclusion), Celebrating 
the local distinctiveness of each garden, maintaining equipment and facilities, Security and safety (including 
child safety, on-site security, CCTV, Council Enforcement Team) and Sustainability. 
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4. Understanding Radipole Park and Gardens 

Description of the heritage 

4.1 The heritage of Radipole Park and Gardens is revealed in surviving historic fabric – 
hard and soft landscaping – and in the continued use of the site.  In design, the site 
can be seen as both a direct design response to its location and a reflection of a far 
greater and unrealised scheme, Radipole Lakes, yet one that retains key elements of 
that broader landscape vision. 

 

Layout 
 
4.2 This is a narrow linear site which runs north from a discrete entrance off Radipole 

Park Drive near the town centre.  The size and historic layout of the site was directly 
influenced by its proximity to the road and railway, including areas of historic railway 
sidings, now light industrial units.  The site widens as it moves north and concludes in 
a large triangular area of amenity grass. 

4.3 The site retains its historic division into three distinct but interconnected areas i) 
formal gardens, ii) sports provision and iii) amenity grassland.  Other amenities such 
as car parks, a play area and skateboard park are incorporated into these areas. 

4.4 The evident investment in a sophisticated design scheme experienced in the formal 
gardens, through hard and soft landscaping and planting, illustrates an expectation of 
higher levels of use in associated with its proximity to the town centre and railway 
station. 
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Circulation 

 

Figure 4 - plan showing circulation 
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4.5 The key circulation through the site is a footpath, initially c.3m wide, which runs from 
the south entrance to the north in straight and gently curving sections.  The curving 
section relates to a more informal area of landscaping in the southern part of the site.  
This path diverges around an elongated oval area of lawn ornamented by formal 
planting beds before re-converging as a single straight path.   The path continues 
north to meet a cross-axis formed by a second path entering the site from the east 
via Alexander Bridge.  This second path continues west out of the site to meet 
Radipole Park Drive.  A round planting bed marks the intersection of these two paths.  
The main path continues north between the Willow tree walk to reach a car park, 
which forms the north boundary of the formal gardens. 

            

Figure 5 - Curving path viewed from the north Figure 6 - Northern section of straight path 
looking south 

4.6 At the car park, two straight paths c. 1.5m wide continue along the west and east site 
boundaries besides the various sports facilities to connect these areas to the large 
area of amenity grass beyond.  The path along the west side clearly retains its 
purpose as a well-used and well-maintained route, while that to the east appears less 
used and possibly relegated to a service path. 

   

Figure 7 - West path viewed from the south  Figure 8 - East path viewed from the north 

4.7 Vehicle access to the site is from Radipole Park Drive to two car parks i) south of 
Weymouth Tennis Club and ii) south of the play area. 
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Figure 9 - car park south of Weymouth Tennis Club Figure 10 - car park south of play area 

4.8 Three further pedestrian and cycle accesses to the site off Radipole Park Drive are 
found to the north of the Weymouth Tennis Club pavilion and to the north and south 
of the historic Tournament tennis courts, now a basketball court.  These routes link to 
concrete, i.e. modern, footpaths along the east side of the road besides the site and 

to a cycle lane and wide footway along the west side of the road. 

  

Figure 11- Pedestrian entrance south of basketball court Figure 12 - Pedestrian entrance north of 
basketball court 

4.9 Formal pedestrian routes into the area of amenity grass are restricted to a modern, 
and partly reconfigured, path off Radipole Park Drive at the northwest corner of the 
site and a deteriorated path to the northeast of the play area, which is understood to 
connect to an historic footpath to Spa Road. 

  

Figure 13 - North pedestrian site entrance  Figure 14 - Path to Spa Road 
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Boundaries 

 

Figure 15 - Plan showing boundaries 
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4.10 Historic iron fencing, which stands c.60 cm high, runs along the east boundary of the 
site to the north of the south entrance, continuing just to the south of Alexander 
Bridge.  The fencing is today generally obscured within scrub growing along the 
boundary.  It remains the only form of boundary with the light industrial units 
adjacent.  A short length of modern, galvanized hoop-top railings infills the line of the 
fencing on its return to the south entrance of the site. 

  

Figure 16 - Original iron fence in situ Figure 17 - Modern security fencing along east 
boundary 

4.11  To the north of Alexander Bridge, tall, modern concrete post and wire fencing marks 
the site boundary along the base of the railway embankment.  Much of this fence is 
similarly obscured within scrub.  This boundary continues to the northeast end of the 
playground besides a footpath to Spa Road.  The nature of the boundary along the 
west side of adjacent residential properties is unclear as it is lost behind the well-
scrubbed and wooded embankment which forms the east side of the area of amenity 
grass. 

4.12 However, a distinct boundary reappears along the northeast edge of the amenity 
grass where a selection of close-board fence, planting and post and wire fence 
demark adjacent property boundaries along Coronation Road. 

  

Figure 18 - Example of a residential boundary   Figure 19 - Mixed hedging along west 
side of playing  

northeast edge of park    field 

4.13 The west boundary of the formal gardens is composed of a mix of clipped and 
unclipped hedgerow, scrubs, occasional specimen and self-set trees arranged along 
low, raised earth banks.  The hedge begins c.10m inside the west site boundary. 

4.14 The boundary to the west of the sports facilities is more formal with clipped hedges 

rising c.0.70m – 1.40m high with occasional mature shrubs and medium sized trees. 
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Figure 20 - Typical section west hedge in formal gardens Figure 21 - Typical section hedge west 
section near tennis courts 

4.15  The boundary to the west of the amenity grass is composed of a young, trimmed 
mixed native hedge supported by a timber rail fence.  An irregular row of semi mature 
specimen trees stands to the east of the hedge to form a secondary boundary. 

Built Features 

4.16 The principal-built feature of the site is the Tennis Court pavilion, which stands near 
its centre.  Today this appears to be a fairly featureless prefabricated structure, but it 
stands on a distinct raised terrace with ornamental stone retaining walls, corner piers 
and central flights of steps to the north and south arranged on a central axis.  The 
design quality of this terrace suggests any building upon it was intended to be a focal 
point within the landscape.  The north/south axis created by the entrance steps still 
clearly links the structure with the tennis courts around and it remains readily visible 
from the boundary paths and through the tennis court netting.   

  

Figure 22 - Pavilion and terrace viewed from the   Figure 23 - Example of rockwork edging 
near the  

north west     tennis courts 

4.17 It is understood that the first iteration of this building was an open-sided shelter 
moved from the esplanade c.1930.  Parts of this original structure may survive inside 
the existing building. 

Hard Landscaping 

4.18 The formal path circulation provides the framework for the landscape, its generous 
proportions, particularly in the formal gardens, and extent clearly links the different 

areas of the landscape together into a cohesive experience. 

4.19 The paths evidence periodic improvement in surfacing and edging, although their 
essential proportions are believed to be original, particularly where they are 
associated with rock work edging which occurs throughout the site. 
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4.20 However, some changes, such as the loss of steps at the north end of the formal 
gardens and the widening of the east end of the cross axis to accommodate the 
modern Alexander Road bridge, have altered the intended design experience despite 

offering improved site access. 

  

Figure 24 - Site of steps removed from north  Figure 25 - Bulk of Alexandra Road bridge 
dominates end of formal gardens     cross axis 

4.21 The central area of the site is composed of sports facilities: tennis courts, a 
basketball court and a mixed-use area.  These are all in use and reflect periodic 
improvements in surfacing, equipment and associated fencing.  While the footprints 
of these areas are all historic, little original detail appears to survive. 

4.22 A single circular raised planting area stands at the junction of the main walk and its 
cross axis.  The external perimeter of the feature is composed of ‘crazy paving’ 
concrete tiles which, stylistically, could date c.1930 – c.1960. 

4.23 A large, irregularly shaped water feature, a paddling pool original to the site, forms 
part of the play area.  Long drained, a few pieces of play equipment are installed 
within its dwarf brick walls on a later surface composed of black top and safety 
surfaces.  Much of the original render remains in situ on the interior of the walls but it 
is significantly deteriorated.  Textured non-slip concrete paving also survives around 
the exterior of the feature. 

  

Figure 26 - Circular planting bed on cross axis Figure 27 - Original paddling pool converted into 
a play area 

4.24 A few recent interventions in the formal gardens include a large, rough cut stone 
commemorating Diana, Princess of Wales and a raised mosaic tablet celebrating the 
work of the Friends of Radipole Park, which stand at the north end of the oval lawn 
and immediately to the east of the north entrance respectively. 

4.25 A more unusual feature is a large piece of petrified wood which stands to the east of 
the south entrance.  This stone was dredged from the lagoon during the reclamation 

works and is the only surviving example found within the site. 
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Figure 28 - Princess Diana memorial   Figure 29 - Petrified wood near south 
entrance 

4.26  The site contains two separate car parking areas.  The first lies to the south of 
Weymouth Tennis Club and is well-presented with coherent surfacing, raised 
perimeter pavements and vehicle access.  The second is an informal area of rough 
ground surfaced in MOT-Type 1 material to the south of the play area and skate park. 

  

Figure 30 - Southern parking area seen from the east Figure 31 - Skate park intervention 

4.27  The existing play area and Skate Park are also modern interventions with their 
required variable depth safety surfacing and concrete pads.  The play area is 
separated from the surrounding landscape by medium height galvanised hoop-top 
fencing. 

Soft landscaping 

4.28 Radipole Park and Gardens is essentially a flat site with little variation in topography.  
The exception to this is a series of low earth banks along the west boundary of the 
formal gardens which rise to a maximum height c.1.5m.  These banks separate the 
site from the road and create a sense of enclosure and shelter from winds coming off 
Radipole Lake. 

   

Figure 32 - Low earth banks along west side of  Figure 33 - Railway embankment to east 
of amenity Formal Gardens      grass 
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4.29 More pronounced banks rise above the east site boundary where they separate the 
site from an area of historic railway sidings and the existing railway line respectively.  
These banks also contribute a sense of enclosure to the site, which is accentuated by 

dense planting along them, and separate it from the town to the east. 

4.30 A few ad hoc mounds of spoil, dating from the implementation of the skate park and 
periodic drainage and re-grading improvements to the area of amenity grass are 
found along the west and east boundaries of the site.  These have all grassed over 
and have become part of the local landscape, adding variation and informal elevated 
sitting and play areas. 

Structural planting 

4.31 Structural planting is composed of trees and shrubs along the site boundaries.  In the 
formal gardens the west boundary is distinctive for small groups of particular trees 
while planting along the east boundary is of a more linear arrangement.  Notable 
examples include Maritime pine (Pinus pinaster), Blue cedar (Cedrus atlantica 
‘Glauca’), Holm oak (Quercus Ilex), Holly (Ilex sp.), Maple (Acer sp.) and Poplar 
(Populus sp.) which include original plantings.   Inside the formal gardens, regularly 
spaced historic Weeping willow (Salix babylonica) and ornamental flowering Cherry 
(Prunus sp.), evidence a further layer of structural planting alongside the paths.  

   

Figure 34 - Trees and shrubs in the formal gardens Figure 35 - Cherries within the formal gardens 

4.32 Structure in the formal gardens is similarly contributed by shrubs include Escallonia, 
Fuchsia, Buxus, Viburnum tinus and Elaeagnus which are often clipped to form 
hedgerows or topiarised specimens.  The formalised use of such shrubs increases in 
the central area of the site around the sports facilities and continues as a more 
informal native hedge along the west side of the amenity grass. 

4.33 Many of the original evergreen trees on site are approaching maturity and form a 
distinctive cluster in the local landscape.  It is also apparent that many of the historic 
trees, especially smaller historic hollies and Holm oaks, are multi-stemmed plants, 
which suggests a deliberate design decision in order to achieve a sense of maturity in 
the planting as early as possible in the life of the scheme.  These plants would either 
have either have been raised as multi-stemmed specimens or subject to intensive 

formative pruning. 



CONSERVATION PLAN - Radipole Park and Gardens                                                                       
 

Weymouth Town Council  
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Parks for People reference PP-17-03557 

P a g e  | 24 

  

Figure 36 - Examples of multi-stemmed trees  Figure 37 - Paulownia tomentosa in west 
boundary along the west boundary 

4.34 The site also includes a few notable, and presumably original, exotic trees such as 
Foxglove tree (Paulownia tomentosa) and a semi-mature Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) which stands at the junction of the main path and cross axis. 

4.35 The site contains more recent ornamental shrubbery in the south and central areas, 
such as highly perfumed lilacs, Philapdelus and Deutzia and shrubs with particularly 
distinctive bark or autumn colour, such as Cotinus, Photinia and Snake bark maple 
(Acer s. Macrantha).  This planting creates a softer edge to the site and helps 
mitigate noise from the road and railway10.   

4.36 The shrubberies and associated planting beds contain some exotics such as Castor 
oil plant (Fatsia Japonica) and maritime or drought resistant plants such as Tamarix, 
Phormium and Bottle brush plant (Callistemon sp.). 

4.37 Flower borders in the Formal Gardens contain little evidence of historic planting.  
These areas represent a flexible approach to accommodate changes in horticultural 
taste and Council resources.  In Summer 2019 the well-planted borders reflected the 
prevailing popularity of ‘perennial planting’ as well as an interpretation of more 
traditional ‘English’ herbaceous borders. 

 

  

 
10 The Friends of Radipole Park have compiled a full inventory of trees and shrubs found at the site – Appendix 
E 
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Views and setting 

 

Figure 38 - Plan showing views and setting 
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4.38 The site was designed to be approached from the south, from the town.  At the 
entrance to the park there are partial mid and long views to the north, northwest and 
west, helping to orientate the site within the local landscape and to create the 
impression of leaving the bustle of seaside Weymouth for the contemplation of the 
countryside. 

  

Figure 39 - View northwest at south entrance Figure 40 - Birch blocking view north through the 
formal gardens 

4.39  There is no clear view through the site, and it is unknown if one was intended 
historically.  Given that the site is, at least initially, essentially a restricted and 
relatively enclosed space, this is considered unlikely.  Instead, good design would 
have encouraged visitors to explore and to progress through the three different areas 

in order to prolong their enjoyment by carefully blocking and revealing views.   

4.40 The strong internal path structure helps lead a visitor visually through the landscape, 
first to the south end of the oval area in the formal gardens, where a birch tree 
deliberately blocks the view encouraging visitors to move west or east along the 
paths.  This trick is repeated at the north end of the oval with a similar tree blocking 
the view south.  The lack of a view slows people down and encourages dwell-time 
and contemplation. 

4.41 These two trees are quite young, and their role appears to compensate for the 
erosion of views out of the site to the west through maturing ornamental trees and 
shrubs and native self-sets.  However, the combination of the earth banks and 
mature historic planting evidences the clear intention of the designer to filter or 
control views to the west from within the gardens, making the internal experience 

more important. 

4.42 A clear axil view is experienced to the north of the oval towards the cross axis.  The 
formality of this view is accentuated by the Weeping willows which grow besides the 
path forming a virtual avenue.   The view, and gardens, conclude at the tennis court 
car park where a reverse view creates a long, enticing and formal approach back into 
the gardens. 
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Figure 41 - View south into the formal gardens  Figure 42 - Cross axis from the west 

4.43  The effectiveness of the cross-axis has been changed by the upgrade of the 
Alexander Bridge.  This now substantially bigger structure exaggerates the effect of a 
view west across the gardens towards the lagoon through its elevation.  However, 
this view is presently obscured due to maturing vegetation on the west side of 
Radipole Park Drive.   Instead, the focus of the view has been reduced to, arguably, 
similarly intrusive modern traffic bollards at the junction of the path and roadside 
pavement, which foreshortens the view and changes its character from pastoral to 
suburban. 

  

Figure 43 - Elevated view west from Alexandra Bridge Figure 44 - Bollards and blocked view onto 
Radipole Park Drive 

4.44  The reversal of this view is similarly disappointing with the mass of the bridge 
imposing upon the garden areas beneath it. 

4.45 In the second area of the site, views aid amenity, the long clear views along the west 
boundary park quickly orientating a visitor within the sports facilities.  The varied 
heights of the boundary hedges combined with the albeit transparent fencing of the 
different sports courts, creates a strong axil experience encouraging efficient 

movement along the access/visual corridor. 
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Figure 45 - Strong visual axis of west path Figure 46 - Incidental view towards Melcombe 
Regis Cemetery 

4.46  Glimpsed views to the west and east are possible from this path.  This is particularly 
notable at the three pedestrian/cycle access points in the area of the sports facilities, 
which look towards a distinctive, modern bird hide on the RSPB reserve.  However, 
these are considered to be incidental views rather than deliberately designed 
viewpoints although they contribute positively to the greater landscape experience of 
the site, the lagoon and land to the west and north i.e. apart from the town centre.  Of 
particular note are incidental views towards the historic Melcombe Regis Cemetery 
when travelling south along this path.  Although part of the wider landscape, the eye 
is drawn to the cluster of evergreen trees and planting which creates a visual and 

stylistic counterpoint to Radipole Park and Gardens. 

4.47 At the north end of the west path the view expands across the playgrounds and 
amenity grass towards the wooded banks and property boundaries to the northeast 
which rise above the park.  The native hedge along the west site boundary also 
continues to provide filtered views to the west but in a more contained manner than 
those experienced to the south. 

  

Figure 47 - Expansive views across the amenity grass Figure 48 - Continuation of planting to the south 
of the formal gardens 

4.48  The setting of Radipole Park and Gardens is composed of the townscape to the east 
and northeast and lagoon to the west.  The influence of the town centre upon the site 
is relatively small, particularly after the development of the historically more open 
industrial to the east of the formal gardens.  However, a line of semi-ornamental tree 
planting, which continues south of the gardens along the east side, does provide a 
limited form of physical and visual connection with the town.   

4.49 When looking towards the site from the west (Weymouth Way/A354), it is the contrast 
in built and planted form and, particularly, the dominance of mature evergreen 
planting within the site, that clearly locates it in the view and articulates its role as an 
ornamental transitionary space between the town and the lagoon.  The site is also 
read as a landscape linking to the private gardens and, ultimately, more rural areas to 
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the north.  Occasional mature specimen trees in the private gardens of grander town 
houses, such as Scots pine and purple beech, also link the different sites together 
and convey a greater understanding of setting in terms of the historic development 

and cultural change of the local area. 

  

Figure 49 - View east towards the site from  Figure 50 - View northeast towards the site from 
town Weymouth Way     car park 

4.50  When viewed from the town car park to the southwest, the mature planting also 
contrasts sharply with the reedbeds and open water of the lagoon, emphasising a 
pleasing difference between designed and natural landscapes. 

 

Summary - Key heritage and landscape design features 

• Linear design experience moving north from southern entrance and links to town 
centre, with cross axis to Alexander Bridge; 

• Greater sense of enclosure in southern portion, with associated earthworks, 
opening out around the sports facilities and concluding in the expansive meadow 
area; 

• Three distinct areas of land use i) formal gardens, ii) sports provision and iii) 
amenity grassland; 

• Use of key tree species such as Maritime pine, Holm oak, willow and possibly 
popular to create strong architectural framework to landscape and aid its 
identification in the wider landscape; 

• Use of hedging to provide softer internal and external boundaries and structural 
planting; 

• Targeted use of exotics (trees and shrubs) to enhance Maritime and amenity 
character; 

• Use of rockwork to ornament path edges, 

• Locally significant social and historic memorials,  

• Relative lack of historic built features, and, 

• Visual connectivity across boundaries, strong visual connection with the Radipole lagoon. 
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5. History of Radipole Park and Gardens 

Summary Chronology 

 

 

Chronology 

434 AD Creation of the Roman port of Clavinium on the shores of what would become 
Radipole Lake. 

 
476 AD Established settlement around Clavinium, later evidenced as the ‘Humpty 

Dumpty’ fields. 
 
c. 900 AD Viking settlement begins in the local area. 
 
1604 Enclosure Award records bulwarks or forts on the shoreline of the Blackwater 

Estuary (presume Heraclean defences?) 
 
1720 Discovery of therapeutic springs around the Blackwater Estuary contributes to 

the growing reputation of Weymouth as a seaside resort. 
 
1789 King George III at Weymouth 
 
1795 King George III and the Duke of York review the Gloucestershire militia on 

Radipole Common. 
 
1831 Opening of the Radipole Spa Pump Room. 
 
1834 The first embankment wall is built to start to reclaim land from Radipole Estuary. 
 
1872 Construction of the original dam to control tidal flow into the estuary. 
 
1874 Radipole Lake Regatta and the promotion of the lake as a leisure destination. 
 
1875 Pleasure boats are provided as part of the lake’s attraction 
 
1880 Western Parade constructed as an alternative to the Esplanade 
 
1890 A private scheme is promoted to reclaim the estuary into ‘gardens and 

recreation grounds’ 
 
1914 Parliamentary Bill presented to reclaim 250 acres from Radipole Lake for 

development.  The Great War stops progress. 
 
1919 The delayed scheme is approved by Weymouth Council 
 
1921 Westham Bridge and dam open as the first phase of the Radipole Lake 

Development scheme preventing sea water from entering the lake. 
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   1920s – 30s  Creation of Radipole Park Drive and infilling of marsh to its east 
 
   1922   The first gardens are laid out on the reclaimed land as Melcombe Regis Gardens 
 

1930  Milner Son & White, landscape architects, are employed by Weymouth Council to     
design a new landscape scheme 

 
1932 First phase of gardens is complete 
 
1934 Tennis Courts are created 
 
1936 Milner Son & White provide plans for the second stage of the landscape scheme 
 
1937 Weymouth Council seeks £44,500 funding for the second phase of the scheme 
 
1939 Milner Son & White are let go by Weymouth Council 
 
1940 World War II.  Radipole Park is requisitioned by British Southern Command 
 
1943 British Southern Command leave Radipole 
 
1944 US troops arrive at Radipole to prepare for the D-Day Landings (June 1944) 
 
1947 New work starts in park using rubble from town bombing  
 
1948 Proposals to resurrect Radipole Lake Development opposed by environmentalists 
 
1955 Weymouth town centre flooding 
 
1956 Proposal to convert Radipole Park into a car park are refused by Weymouth Council 
 
1968 Proposals to create a zoo at Radipole Park are defeated 
 
1999 Memorial to Diana, Princess of Wales unveiled in gardens 
 
2006 Formation of The Friends of Radipole Park 
 
2012 Friends of Radipole Park create a community orchard and the gardens are damaged 

by flooding (July) 
 
2017 Stage I NLHF application for Radipole Park and Gardens is passed 
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Early History 
 

5.1 The first evidence of human occupation in the area of Radipole Park and Gardens 
dates to the Roman Period c.43AD when the Legion, Legio II, invaded under the 
command of Emperor Vesparian. Their successful incursion led to a succession of 
troops sailing their way up the tidal Backwater, which today forms part of Radipole 
Lake. The troops landed near Clavinium, possibly a settlement or port, reportedly to 
have been somewhere near the village of present day Radipole.  Finds, dating from 

the mid nineteenth century, include amphora, stag horns and a bronze sword. 

5.2 The settlement was strategically important both for administration and for trade.  A 
main road ran from the coast to ‘Durnovaria’ (Dorchester), of which some sections 
have been since excavated.  Parts of a Roman road and a Roman cemetery have 

been also been found at Radipole. 

 

 

Figure 51 -‘Durnovaria and Neighbourhood’ taken from An Inventory of the Historical Monuments of 
Dorset, Vol II, South east (London, 1970). 

 

5.3 Radipole Lake has also provided some evidence of the Iron and Bronze ages and, 

particularly in burials, of Viking occupation. 

5.4 During the Medieval period a village, on the site of the Roman settlement, stood on 
the shoreline of the tidal Backwater evidenced by undulating ground known locally as 
the ‘Humpty Dumpty field’.  The area was excavated in 1975 and designated a 

Scheduled Monument. 
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Figure 52 - Dig at Radipole c.1975, Dorset History Centre D-2923/1 

5.5 This village, and the Parish, was named Radipole in a local area known as Weyland. 

 

The Further Development of Weymouth and Radipole 
 
5.6 The natural defences of coast and estuary had been improved by 1604.  This was 

probably part of the strategic coastal improvements undertaken by the Tudors, 
notably by Henry VIII and Elizabeth I in response to growing threats from the 
Continent.   

5.7 An Enclosure map of 1604, drawn by Radipole’s vicar, James Marwell, presents a 
naïve record of the area which clearly shows the island settlement of Melcombe 
Regis (modern day Weymouth) with old Weymouth to its west, and Radipole’s 
manor, church and parsonage besides the Dorchester road on the east side of the 
Backwater (‘The Flete’).  Defensive bulwarks are clearly recorded, presumably to 
protect the important road and to provide observation posts to guard against the real 
risk of fire occurring either in the shipping or housing, which crowded the Estuary’s 
banks, or to warn against ships drifting into a new bridge11. 

5.8 The map is also useful in recording the division of land around the Backwater, with 
large irregularly shaped fields along its western side. 

 
11 The Sherran Papers c.1604, James Marwell, as quoted in The History of Radipole Park and Gardens Creation, 
The Friends of Radipole Park, 2019 
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Figure 53 - Radipole Enclosure Map, 1604. © British Library Online Gallery (I.ii f.22) 

 

The Spa 
 
5.9 C. 1720 ‘magical waters’ had been discovered in the Backwater near Radipole: ‘The 

spring was reported as rising in a small island in the middle of a river and was used 
by local people to cure their cattle and dogs of scab and mange’12. 

5.10 Consequently, more sulphur springs were discovered in an area at the north end of 
the estuary.  The Radipole Sulphurated Hydrogen Spa Pump-room was built on this 
site and opened in 1831. 

5.11 These discoveries coincided with Weymouth’s growing reputation as a health resort 
promoting the benefits of ‘sea bathing’.  King George III visited for the first time in 
June 1789, staying at Gloucester Lodge, home of his brother, the Duke of 
Gloucester.  The visits were deemed beneficial for the monarch’s physical and 
mental health and he returned almost annually between 1791 – 1805.  During these 
visits, Weymouth essentially became the Court with Parliamentary business and 
Society attending the small town.  

 

The Expansion of Weymouth 
 
5.12 The Backwater remained an important working port behind the polite frontage of 

Weymouth throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

 
12 The History and Hydrogeology of the Weymouth Spas, J D Mather & H C Prudden 2007. 
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Figure 54 - The Backwater looking towards Weymouth harbour.  Finden’s Ports and Harbours 1842. 
Engraving of W H Bartlett’s picture early nineteenth century (Sue Hogben collection)  

 

5.13 Industry associated with the Backwater included brickworks, timber ponds, mills etc. 
The shores were dotted with a series of wooden jetties described by local historian 
Eric Ricketts looking ‘across a very wide inland harbour and observe sailing barges 
moving up the deep water channel at high water to collect bricks from the three 
jetties’.  Unsurprisingly for an area associated with a port, the Backwater also 
supported a tradition of smuggling13. 

 

 

Figure 55 - Detail of Eric Rickett’s interpretation of the Backwater c.1839 © family of late Eric Ricketts 

 
13 Local author and historian Debby Rose talks of a particular kiln that once stood on the sandy shoreline, it 
belonged to one of her more colourful ancestors, Emmanuel Charles, the landlord of the now aptly named 
Smugglers Inn at Osmington. Emmanuel was a man notorious in the region as the ringleader of local 
smugglers. The History of Radipole Park and Gardens Creation, Friends of Radipole Park, 2019. 



CONSERVATION PLAN - Radipole Park and Gardens                                                                       
 

Weymouth Town Council  
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Parks for People reference PP-17-03557 

P a g e  | 36 

 
5.14 The Weymouth & Melcombe Regis parish map of 1837 similarly offers a clear record 

of the Backwater at this date, showing its full extent and the relationship of Radipole 
Parish to the seafront, to Melcombe Regis and Weymouth.  Two large sandbanks are 
recorded near the south end and centre of the Estuary which evidence both the river 
channels and periodic silting. 

 

 

Figure 56 - Extract of Weymouth & Melcombe Regis parish map, 1837 

5.15 More contextual detail is shown by the tithe map of Radipole Parish of 1839 which 
records fields between the Dorchester Road and the Back water, industry in the form 
of brick kilns and quays and leisure in the form of Radipole Spa. 
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Figure 57 - Tithe Map14 

 

5.16 In 1841 the census recorded simple homes of brick workers along the east bank of 
the Estuary.  While nothing is known to survive of these dwellings, one factory 
chimney did stand until 1933 when it was demolished to make way for Radipole Park 
and Gardens. 

 
14 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Figure 58 - Photo c.1930 showing surviving chimney (© Weymouth Museum) 

5.17 In 1872 a low dam wall was built on the northside of Weymouth harbour to try to 
control the level in the waters upstream (parts of the dam can still be seen at low 
tide). It had been created with a view to maintaining higher water levels in the 
Backwater and to help with an ongoing sewage problem caused by the gradual 
expansion of Weymouth (now including the older areas of Melcombe Regis). 

5.18 Unfortunately, this had a detrimental effect on those living and working upstream of 
the dam wall.  Instead of the tidal ebb and flow that twice daily scoured the estuary 
floor and carried the silt and discharged sewage out to sea, it was now trapped 
behind the dam and lay festering on the banks of the estuary at low tide or within the 
large timber ponds that once lined the shore.  

5.19 Mills based alongside the river Wey upstream of the estuary later sued the council for 
the loss of waterpower and earnings. Not only were working barges unable to cross 
through the dam gates at low tide and restricted in their sailing, but now they also 
encountered decreased depth problems in the channels and along the shoreline. 

5.20 In 1879 the local Board of Health also held an enquiry where personal statements 

evidenced the silting up and pollution in the Estuary. 

 

Origins of the Reclamation Scheme 
 
5.21 Reclamation of land was a necessity for the growth of Weymouth. The town’s 

foundation was originally upon a narrow sandspit, tightly constrained by Weymouth 
bay on one side and the Backwater on the other.  By its very geographical nature 
Weymouth was severely restricted as to where it could expand. 

5.22 The popularity of Weymouth as a seaside resort was boosted by the arrival of the 
Great Western and South Western Railway in 1857 and an increase in ferries and 
cargo ships from Weymouth’s main port. 

5.23 The First Edition Ordnance Survey c.1864 records the railway along its embankment 
rising above the high tide line of the east side of the Back Water.   The approach to 
Weymouth was still characterised by a mixture of agriculture and small-scale industry 
(brick fields) while new suburban villas were establishing besides the Dorchester 
Road. 
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Figure 59 - Detail of OS 6” First Edition 186415 

5.24 As industry declined, the Backwater became a focus for land reclamation.  This 
coincided with a growth in social conscience promoting open green spaces or parks 
where people of all social classes could spend their free time. They were viewed as 
social hubs that could deliver a positive effect, a place where a person could enjoy 
fresh air, sunshine and relaxation, even entertainment in the form of music. Up until 
then parks and gardens were solely for the rich and titled. 

 

Towards the Park 
 
5.25 In 1833 the Parliamentary Select Committee on Public Walks returned a report to 

parliament after having made a survey on how much accessible open space there 
was in and around Britain’s main towns and cities.  With the gravitation of the 
population into towns along with the enclosing of common land, the general 
population had less freedom to roam and freely and simply enjoy the outdoors. The 

 
15 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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report spoke of great benefits that parks could bring as a whole and Weymouth was 
one of the first towns to act upon it. 

5.26 On the 4th June 1834 the entire town joined the grandiose celebrations of the laying of 
the foundation stone of the embankment wall, built to reclaim a part of the Backwater.  
The plan was to create 50 acres of prime land complete with park gates, sweeping 
carriage drives and a crescent of elegant homes. 

 

 

Figure 60 - Celebrations for a grand scheme at Black Rock (Weymouth Museum c. early 19th century) 

5.27 Unfortunately, insufficient infill, poor drainage, flooding and unsanitary conditions from 
the still tidal Backwater’s sewage outlets put off well-heeled patrons necessary to fund 
the scheme.  The scheme stalled, not helped by the discovery of covert legal deals 
which undersold the land in anticipation of higher profits following the arrival of the 

railway. 

5.28 Part of the site was built out – as working class back to back terraces – which survive 
as ‘Park district’ and remains as one of the most deprived areas of the town today. 

5.29 An urban park was created for Weymouth on another stretch of reclaimed land.  
Previously a shipyard and rubbish dump, it was turned into a walled garden and 
opened in 1867 as The New Gardens, later renamed as Alexandra Gardens. 

5.30 Elsewhere in the town, in the late nineteenth century, it was proposed to turn the 
historic Melcombe Regis Common into pay-for-entry pleasure gardens.  These were 
later ‘donated’ to the town to become Greenhill Park.   In addition, the Nothe Gardens 
opened in the 1880’s, the Sluice Gardens in 1902 and St. John’s Gardens in 1904. 

 

Radipole Lake Reclamation Scheme 
 
5.31 Even in the late nineteenth century the Backwater remained a busy, tidal estuary 

where sand and shore were visible at low tide. 

5.32 However, Weymouth Council again promoted the area as an alternative, all year-
round attraction to Weymouth’s esplanade and beach. They were also seeking a 
solution to its use as the main receptacle for Weymouth’s sewers.   In November of 
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1872 gentrification began with town councillor Groves suggesting that, ‘whilst the 
names of streets were being altered, the Backwater should not be called the 
Backwater but Radipole Lake’. 

5.33 The late nineteenth century also saw the construction of the Western Parade or 
Esplanade along the west side of the railway and the construction of Alexander 
Bridge.  This was intended to offer an alternate destination to the seafront and to 
promote the area more widely to developers. 

 

 

Figure 61 - The Western Walk (Esplanade) late nineteenth century (Weymouth Illustrated; Corporation 
Official Guide 1902  (Sue Hogben collection) 

5.34 In August 1874 in an effort to promote Radipole’s potential the council held ‘Radipole 
Lake Regatta’.  Old ‘troves-flat bottomed boats-peculiar to the Backwater’ were used 
with tide and wind taking their toll on the competitors. (Southern Times & Dorset 
County Herald 15 Aug 1874)   

5.35 The following year pleasure boats were set out on the waters, promoted in all the 
local papers and guidebooks as an enticement and alternate destination for pleasure 
seekers. It became a popular past time to row upstream heading for either tea and 
scones at the refreshment rooms or cider and biscuits in one of the two pubs in 
Radipole Village. 

5.36 In c.1890 a private investor presented a new scheme to create ‘Gardens in the 
Backwater and Radipole Lake’.  The scheme would include a carriage drive to avoid 
chill easterly winds, and ‘a music pavilion &c.’  As an important source of funding, 
houses and villas would be built around ‘the lake’ the ‘fetid mud flat would, in a short 
time, become brilliant gardens and recreation grounds.’ (Southern Times and Dorset 
County Herald 9th August 1890). 

5.37 Unfortunately, adequate funding for the scheme did not materialise. 
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5.38 The appearance of the land in the vicinity of the later park and gardens was clearly 
recorded c.1900 by the Second Edition Ordnance Survey.  This shows ‘Weston 
Esplanade’ and the railway besides the Backwater, now formally identified as 

‘Radipole Lake’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 62 - Extract 
of c.1903 OS 16 

5.39 C.1914 another scheme was put forward but failed to win the support of the town 
council.  This scheme similarly involved a circular drive around the lake, an 

 
16 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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embankment road and housing at the northern end and a sheltered drive along the 
eastern side. 

5.40 Following the Great War Weymouth Town Council announced yet another scheme: 

‘WEYMOUTH’S BACKWATER DAM AND BRIDGE TO BE BUILT DRIVING BACK 
THE SEA’ 

‘As a first step towards dealing with 250 acres of tidal water in Weymouth Backwater 
the tender of the British Construction company, of London, for £27,000, for laying a 
new embankment road across the lake, has been accepted. […] After draining the 
Backwater, it is proposed to make new roads, provide recreation ground and 
gardens, and open up a large tract of land for building development.’ (Western 
Gazette 5th December 1919).  

5.41 This proposal coincided with the beginning of the Depression which saw mass 
unemployment and austerity.  A national committee to alleviate unemployment 
proposed new public works such as road building schemes.  In November 1920 the 
government established the Unemployment Grants Committee (UGC), their role was 

to allocate grants to local government for public works. 

5.42 Towards the end of 1921, following recommendations from the Treasury, government 
set aside £10 million to be allocated for public works in areas of high unemployment 
in the form of loans to local councils.  

5.43 In Weymouth, work finally started in 1921 on the reclamation of the Backwater 
starting with the creation of the new Embankment Road, now known as Westham 
bridge. It joined together by road those two districts of twentieth century Weymouth 
that were situated either side of the Backwater, one being Weymouth town and 
Westham the other. This bridge also acted as a dam by incorporating sluice gates to 
enable control of the flow of water and completely divided the once free flowing tidal 
estuary into a salt-water tidal inner harbour and the creation of a now freshwater 
Radipole Lake. 

 

 

Figure 63 - Westham Bridge c.1921 (Sue Hogben collection) 
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5.44 The bridge was opened in July of 1921, this first step taken towards the large-scale 
land reclamation scheme of the Backwater was described: ‘A new embankment and 
bridge across Weymouth Backwater, costing £34,000 which recently opened, is part 
of a scheme to reclaim 250 acres of tidal water in the Backwater and construct 
pleasure grounds and playing fields. [..] the biggest public improvement scheme in 
the town’s history.’ (Diss Express 22 July 1921) 

5.45 However, this work had been undertaken by professional contractors, not local 
unemployed men.  Work was found to divert the course of the River Wey and to 
begin to infill land to the east of Westham Bridge, which became Melcombe Regis 
Gardens. 

 

 

Figure 64 - Photograph of unemployed men working on the Backwater redevelopment scheme 1931 
(Historic England Archives Ref ALO420/020/01)  

5.46 The proposal to create a new road along the east side of the lake was announced in 
January 1923.  Construction work started in 1925 and Radipole Park Drive was 
completed by 1931. 

 

 

Figure 65 - Completed Radipole Park Drive, 1931 (Historic England Archives Ref ALO420/0111.01) 

5.47 The road is clearly recorded by the Ordnance Survey c.1930.   
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Figure 66 - Extract OS map 1930 17 

 
17 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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5.48 In 1926 a new scheme to alleviate unemployment was identified: the infilling of 
marshy ground between the new road and the railway embankment to create playing 
fields, sports grounds and recreation grounds.  Following further discussion, the 
Radipole Lake Development Committee (RLDC) was set up to ‘prepare a 
comprehensive scheme for dealing with the whole area of Radipole Lake’ and to 
identify a method of income generation from the remaining underutilised lakeside 
areas. 

5.49 Dredging work associated with reclamation schemes was challenging on account of 
the large Turtle stones that rose through the mud frequently damaging equipment.  
Sections of petrified wood also appeared; some eventually being used to ornament 
the south entrance to the park.  Eventually the workmen took to drilling bore holes to 
help locate the stones and dynamite to break up layers too hard for the dredger to 
work on.  Consequently, reclaimed land consisted mainly of small rocks, clay and silt: 
poor quality substrate for establishing trees and shrubs. 

 

 

Figure 67 - Turtle stones besides the new Radipole Park Drive (Historic England Archives Ref 
ALO420/019/02) 

 

T H Mawson and Son 
 
5.50 Messrs T H Mawson and Son18 were considered the leading English landscape 

design firm of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century with an international 
reputation.  In 1929 the council was approached by Mr Edward Prentice Mawson 
regarding the Radipole Lake Development scheme.  The practice appears to have 
risked developing some design proposals, but the council were not persuaded to 
appoint them. 

 
18 Founded by Thomas H. Mawson (1861-1933).  Mawson was one of the most prolific landscape designers of 
his generation working on public and private commissions in the fashionable Arts & Crafts style.  His book, The 
Art and Craft of Garden Making, first published in 1900 was very influential.  He was elected as the first 
President of the Institute of Landscape Architects in 1929. 
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5.51 A letter dated 20th May 1930 from Mr Edward White of the equally established 
practice, Messrs Milner Sons & White, to the town council reveals that Weymouth 
had already set the wheels in motion for the design of the Radipole park, garden and 
playpark scheme. The practice had already been employed in Weymouth, working on 
improving Sandsfoot Castle and Nothe gardens.  Milner Son & White were a 
company with an excellent pedigree.  Founded by Edward Milner (1819 – 1884) who 
was one of the most celebrated Victorian landscape designers, they could boast a 
great experience not only in landscaping municipal parks but ones built on reclaimed 
and difficult waste sites19.  

5.52 White’s letter of 1930 to Weymouth council sets out their company’s bid and 
preliminary plans for the site noting the tight boundary ‘The area is 13 ½ acres. It 
extends for about four fifths of a mile. The breadth of the greater part is less than 
forth yards’.  White was clear that he saw this project as part of a wider project to 
reclaim land from Radipole Lake. 

5.53 White described his vision for the landscape as follows: 

‘A continuous walk will offer a pleasant alternative to the footpath on Radipole Drive. 
The walk passes through successive sections each of which offer new interest … 
The first part passes between belts of trees, shrubs and flowers in which a feature 
would be made of many subjects which cannot be grown generally in other parts of 
England… A garden may be devoted to plants of sub-tropical habit … A formal grove 
(possibly weeping willows) giving a continental effect as an annex to a sheltered 
garden with bandstand arranged… A range of 15 hardcourts… A Garden fronting a 
Pavilion (teahouse) with administrative arrangements…  

5.54 He also noted that a ‘football ground is wanted’ but cautioned on the lack of space 
and the prominence of the main sewer which required the ground to be raised by ‘a 
foot of soil’  and/or the ground to be used as ‘a first-class Putting Course and a 
Children’s Playground or to turn the whole area into a simple playing field, in which 
case the sewer difficulty could be dealt with economically’.  In acknowledgement of 
the growing number of private cars, he also offered to provide a small parking ground 
near the tennis courts. 

5.55 White took the opportunity to suggest an addition to the brief based on further 
reclamation of land from the lake ‘an island of a few acres devoted completely to a 
miniature Golf Course made opposite the Tennis Pavilion might be a very attractive 
and profitable proposition.’ 

5.56 The practice was officially engaged but over a year later the 200-acre lake scheme 

remained undecided before being finally announced in the local press in 1933: 

‘Weymouth Town Council on Friday approved a scheme for laying out Radipole Lake 
a backwater of nearly 200 acres behind the town. It includes a children’s pond, 
restaurant and tea gardens, boat hire station, 12 tennis courts, 2 bowling greens, 
cricket ground, 2 hockey grounds, 3 football pitches and a putting green …. There will 
also be in the lay-out a centre feature the nature of which has not yet been decided, 
and a drive.’ (Western Gazette 26 May 1933) 

 
19 Edward Milner (1819-1884) started work as an apprentice under the world renown Joseph Paxton at 
Chatsworth House. After studying at the Jardin des Plantes, he returned home to become Paxton’s assistant 
before running his own business as a landscape designer from 1850.  Milner designed parks in Buxton, Preston 
and the arboretum at Lincoln.  His son Henry Ernest Milner (1845-1906) also reached great heights in the 
horticultural world, working across the Continent and sites such as Renishaw Hall and Bagshot Park.  In 1897 
he was awarded the Victoria medal of honour by the Royal Horticultural Society, its highest accolade.  Edward 
White, the man tasked with designing Radipole park and gardens, married Henry Milner’s daughter. 
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5.57 Somewhat surprisingly, the landscaping had already begun, a photograph taken in 
summer 1932 clearly recording the main path system.  Expensive topsoil was also 
being introduced along the margins of the park to create raised banks for planting. 

 

 

Figure 68 - Photograph showing the emerging landscape design, 1932 (Historic England Archives 
ALO420/011/02) 

5.58 In March 1933 a ‘GENERAL REPORT’ was presented by White to the Council which 
included fully costed plans.  The report is important as it captures White’s approach 
to the project, which reflected economy and efficiency in the landscape design to 
minimise expensive filling,  provide access to all parts of the town, provide ‘easily 
controlled’ access, that the layout should be ‘capable of adjustment’ and that ‘as 

many features as possible should be revenue producing’. 

5.59 White was realistic about the resources available to maintain the landscape and 
therefore ‘planned only a comparatively small area of gardens’ centred around ‘a 
large circle close to Alexander bridge’.  The design evoked ‘primitive country scenery’ 

suitable for picnicking for holiday makers. 

5.60 The masterplan of c. 1927 survives for the park (and wider scheme) which records a 
series of interconnected artificial islands within the lake.  Other proposed features, 
such as a bandstand, refreshment pavilion and bowling greens were also not realised 
and some that were such as ‘the model Yachting pond’ realised as a much-altered 
paddling pool20.  

 
20 ‘WEYMOUTH PARK SCHEME RADIPOLE LAKE DEVELOPMENT SPORTS FASCILITIES’ […] The layout of the 
scheme includes provisions for a dozen tennis courts, two bowling greens, a cricket ground, two hockey 
grounds, three football pitches, a putting gold course, a children’s pond, a yachting pond, a restaurant and tea 
garden and a harbour from which small boats will ply for hire. It also provides for a central feature the nature 
of which has not yet been decided, a number of small islands which will be ornamental to the lake and a new 
road on the west side of the lake to form a circular drive round the Park.’ (Western Gazette 26th May 1933). 
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Figure 69 - The Master Plan for Radipole Lake, Park and Gardens, c.1930 (Reading University 
Museum)    

5.61 White’s report includes invaluable information about planting.  He proposed a ‘natural 
woodland’ with ‘Willows, Alders, Silver birches, Pines, Dogwoods, Bamboos, 
Spindlewood, Guelder Rose, Hazel, Thorns, Brambles, Gorse, and Brooms etc.’. 
which were cheap.  He advised that the original planting beds could also double up 
as nurseries to grow on plants for replanting elsewhere within the park.  However, a 
note of formality was introduced for ‘the more park-like areas’ where ‘suitable’ trees 
and shrubs could be grown but not to overwhelm the intended naturalistic 
composition. 

5.62 An accompanying journal article, From Waste to Beauty, Radipole Lake Development 
Scheme, was written by White and published (Landscape and Garden autumn 1937).   
Apart from promoting his own skills, he gave recognition to the disciplines of civil 
engineering and architects needed to realise the 70 acres of land from the lake.  
White described the site as ‘a big pleasure centre’, laid out in ‘as picturesque 
formation as can be conceived’.  The master plan records small, regularly scattered 
groups of trees and shrubs in grass in the manner reminiscent of Edward Milner, or 
his great competitor Edward Kemp.  This planting would have created a series of 
views across and out of the site while retaining a sense of both prospect and privacy 
suitable for mass use and, presumably, to create wind breaks around the perimeter 
of the site.  The architect, H. Bernton Benjamin21 apparently prepared designs for 
buildings such as a pavilion, tea garden and other required infrastructure.   The 
treatment of water within the design was central, with three ponds (Yachting, 
Children’s and ornamental wild fowl) and a central ornamental canal.  The small 
islands were to have been ‘let by the day’ for picnic or fishing.  At least one island, 
possibly the marshy island in the far right of the plan, was intended for swans. 

 
21 Further research shows it could have been Horace Bernton Benjamin b1856 or his son Horace Eugenie 
Bernton Benjamin b1885 both of whom were architects.  
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5.63 By the May 1933 the formal gardens were finished.  White, requested that his 
assistant gardener Cox was to be kept on maintain the gardens.  A few of the Scotch 
firs had died and White believed the dredged soil was interfering with their growth.  

5.64 Other developments included tennis courts open to the general public in reflection of 
the growing popularity of sports.  These included a superior grade ‘Exhibition Court’ 
for competition.  Renown players such as Pancho Gonzales, Donald Budge and Fred 
Perry would eventually play here. 

 

 

Figure 70 - The creation of the Exhibition Court, 1935 (Historic England Archives ALO420/004/01) 

5.65 In February of 1936, White and consultant engineer Mr Deane, were asked to submit 
plans and tender for the next portion of the work in the overall Radipole Lake 
scheme.  This would deliver five additional tennis courts, four bowling greens, 
gardens, the yacht pond and an ornamental pond for wild birds.   By 1937, the 

council were looking for additional funding to the tune of £44,500.00. 

5.66 At the time, the gardens that had been implemented were described as an extension 
to Melcombe Regis Gardens ‘stretching along the waterside from Westham Bridge to 
Radipole contains a Palm house22, Rose Walk, a long line of tennis courts and 

Bowling and Putting Greens.’ 

 
22 Now the Palm House café off Commercial Road, Weymouth 



CONSERVATION PLAN - Radipole Park and Gardens                                                                       
 

Weymouth Town Council  
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Parks for People reference PP-17-03557 

P a g e  | 51 

 

Figure 71 - Post card of the newly planted gardens still bearing the name, Melcombe Regis Gardens 
(Sue Hogben collection) 

5.67 The form of the surviving gardens, including the path system, paddling pool, sports 
facilities and boundary tree planting are clearly recorded on the Ordnance Survey 
c.1938 (Provisional Edition).  Importantly, this survey also records the name, 
‘Radipole Park Gardens’. 
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Figure 72 - Extract OS Map 193823 

 
23 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Figure 73 - Extract OS Map 193824 

 
24 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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5.68 However, the outbreak of World War II put all future plans for Radipole Park Gardens 
and Melcombe Regis Gardens on hold. 

 

Radipole at War 
 
5.69 In June 1940 the park was requisitioned by British Southern Command.  The 

paddling pond was used as a dump and training area while a practice trench was dug 
across the ‘Green’. 

5.70 In November 1944, US troops took over in preparation for the D-Day landings.  Their 
‘area’ included the public car park, use of on-site facilities such as public lavatories, 
four hard tennis courts and the tennis pavilion.  The soldiers were billeted in 
marquees erected in the Alexander area25.  

 

Figure 74 - US troops preparing for D-Day in Weymouth, 1944 (Critical Past Ref 65675074625_000230) 

 

Radipole Post War 
 
5.71 Following the war, the first priority for Weymouth Council was to repair the damage to 

the park caused by its requisition.  Ground had been churned up by heavy vehicles 
and drains were broken, which contributed to on-going flooding issues. 

5.72 In 1939, Edward White petitioned the council for payment for some of the earlier 
design work.  He failed: the council were focussed instead on a new road along the 

west side of the lake. 

 
25 Recollections from local people include salvaging tinned food dumped by the troops on their dispersal and 
the excitement of playing around the camp where live-firing exercises were sometimes held!  The History of 
Radipole Park and Gardens Creation.  The Friends of Radipole Park, 2019. 
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5.73 However, in 1947 rubble and debris from the town’s bombed out buildings began to 
be dumped in the lake to make new paths.  The Council appeared to be progressing 
with the main lake scheme as part of the greater promotion of Weymouth although 
opposition to the scheme on environmental matters was growing.  By 1949 the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England made ‘a most emphatic protest’ 
concerned that ‘one of the most important bird sanctuaries in the south of England’ 
and the 83 hectares remaining of Radipole lake officially became a nature reserve. 

5.74 Despite this, Radipole Park and Gardens continued as a much-loved Weymouth 
park, despite their periodic flooding26.  However, their maintenance had become an 
on-going burden to the Council and in 1956 it was proposed to replace them with a 
car park.  Following a public out-cry, the plans were rejected. 

 

 

Figure 75 - Postcard of the maturing gardens, c.1950 (Sue Hogben collection) 

5.75 In 1968 another alternative use was proposed – as a zoo – but this again failed in the 
face of substantial public opposition.    

5.76 That Radipole had survived relatively unscathed to this date was important.   Many 
other Weymouth parks had been partially developed with holiday chalets (Sluice 
Garden), had lost their trees (St. John’s Gardens), changed use (Alexander Gardens 
had become an amusement arcade) or had been subdivided by new road schemes 
(Melcombe Regis Gardens). 

 

Recent Initiatives 
 
5.77 In 1999 the gardens were renamed ‘The Princess Diana Gardens’ in memory of 

Diana, Princess of Wales.  A simple stone memorial stands at the northern end of the 
gardens recording this event. 

 
26 The most serious incidents of flooding occurred in 1955 and 2012. 
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5.78 The gardens also contain many trees, shrubs and seats given in memorial of 
individuals who enjoyed the gardens.   These include a Holocaust Memorial tree, 
which was planted by the Council in 2001. 

 

 

Figure 76 - Planting of the Holocaust Memorial Tree, 2001 (Sue Hogben collection) 

5.79 More informally, the gardens – specifically the distinctive grove of weeping willows – 
continues to be a popular backdrop for wedding photographs. 

 

The Friends of Radipole Park 
 
5.80 A Friends group was established in 2006 with the purpose of promoting the 

conservation and continued enjoyment of the site.  The Friends work in close 
collaboration with Weymouth Town Council’s parks department. 

5.81 Among the contributions of the Friend’s is a Community Orchard, planted in 2012.  
Thirty-eight trees were planted, and wildflower meadows have been established 
beneath them.  The area is enjoyed by local playgroups who bring their children 
along to study wildlife and nature and enjoy picnics out in the fresh air as well as 
other visitors. 
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Figure 77 - the orchard and wildflower meadow from the south (Sue Hogben collection) 

5.82 The Friends have been instrumental in researching the history of the park and its 
community in part to support a successful Stage I application to the NLHF ‘Parks for 
People’ grant programme in 2017.    

5.83 Part of this work involved community consultation which identified a new ‘vision’ for 
the park and gardens and supported the following actions: i) making space for longer 
grass, ii) retaining and enhancing the meadow, iii) retaining and enhancing the 
orchard, iv) increasing the deadwood resource on site and v) erecting bat and nest 
boxes.  In addition, it has been proposed to create a bog garden in the area of wetter 

ground presently within the playing field.  
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6. Wider heritage context and local context 

Summary history of the Public Park movement 
 
6.1 The provision of freely available, public greenspace with opportunity to improve the 

minds and morals of the British working class became a growing concern of 
intellectuals and philanthropists in the first half of the nineteenth century.  This 
concern reflected the often-appalling living and working conditions of the fast-
expanding towns across the country.   

6.2 Journalist, author and landscape designer, John Claudius Loudon (1783 – 1843), was 
one of the loudest voices, declaring that public parks could ‘raise the intellectual 

character of the lowest classes of society’. 

6.3 This sentiment was reflected in the findings of the Parliamentary Select Committee on 
Public Walks of 1833 which reported on how little accessible open space there was in 
and around Britain’s main towns and cities.  Weymouth was one of the first towns to 
act upon the report when they started work in 1834 on the Royal park which never 
developed as was intended, becoming land instead for the newly arrived railway and 
rows of terraced back to back houses which is known as the Park district. 

6.4 The first key British public park was Birkenhead Park, Liverpool which opened in 
1843.  The park was designed by Sir Joseph Paxton and incorporated many elements 
associated with private Gentry landscapes such as entrance lodges and boundary 
walls, circulatory footpaths and carriage drives, ornamental building, lakes and 
streams and areas of close-cut grass, ornamental flower displays and specimen tree 
planting. 

6.5 Aspects of Paxton’s design were adopted by other landscape designers nationally and 
internationally creating a new genre of landscape design.  These often expansive and 
complex public gardens reached their zenith in the late nineteenth century when land, 
coal (for heating the glasshouses to supply annual flower bedding and to care for 
imported exotics under glass) and labour were cheap.  The economic crash and loss 
of much skilled labour after the Great War heralded the decline of many public parks. 

6.6 The early twentieth century also witnessed social change in forms of employment, the 
decline of the factories and heavy industry, in favour of smaller businesses with less 
regimented work patterns and increased leisure time.  The impact of Hollywood and 
the growth in private car ownership also helped promote sport as a glamourous 
pastime, increasing demand for facilities such as tennis courts and rowing lakes. 

6.7 Large-scale parks incorporating sports facilities around areas of formal landscaping 
and, often, large expanses of water were promoted.   At Stanley Park, Blackpool, 
leading Landscape Designer, Thomas Mawson, in 1926 created an ideal landscape 
which included a golf course, lake, athletic oval and multiple tennis courts alongside 
an Italian Garden and a Rose Garden.  A ‘Social Centre’ was also included, as was an 

extensive on-site ‘Park Nursery’ to support the demands of landscape management. 

6.8 In Norwich, a series of parks were designed by the council’s own architect, A. Sandys-
Winsch.  These included Eaton Park (1928) with its Neo-Classical domed bandstand 
and flanking pavilions, formal canal and large model boating pond and Waterloo Park 

(1933) with its formal, stacked arrangement of tennis courts and sports pitches.  

6.9 As the 1930s progressed, a new Modernist movement in landscape design similarly 
effected public parks with robust and functional buildings, often made of concrete, 
replacing earlier ornamental structures.  Planting displays containing native 
wildflowers, grasses and trees were also promoted instead of the traditional seasonal 
bedding.  While this movement was more conspicuous on the Continent and in the 
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United States, its influence is felt in the design approach to Radipole Park and 
Gardens and, later, in the ‘New Town’ movement which developed after the Festival 
of Britain in 1954 at sites such as Harlow New Town, Hemel Hempsted and 

Stevenage. 

6.10 Reduced resources in the late twentieth century heralded another decline in the public 
park.  This was partly remedied from 1994 by the National Lottery Heritage Fund’s 
hugely successful ‘Urban Parks Programme’ later replaced by the ‘Parks for People’ 
scheme.  Many nineteenth, and some twentieth century parks were restored or 
reimagined.  The ‘Green Flag Award’, founded in 1996, similarly helped to promote 
public parks while providing a benchmark national standard for their care. 

 

Public Parks in Weymouth 
 
6.11 For a relatively small community, Weymouth was well-served by public parks and 

open space by the end of the nineteenth century.  Many of these sites survive today 
and help provide both an historic and amenity context for Radipole Park and Gardens. 

6.12 The first urban park in Weymouth was, like Radipole Park and Gardens, created on a 
stretch of reclaimed land.  Previously a shipyard and rubbish dump at the south end of 
the beach, it was turned into a walled garden and opened in 1867 as The New 
Gardens, later renamed as Alexandra Gardens.  In 1903 the gardens are recorded as 
a triangular area of land with a perimeter walk and central roundel.  Features, a 
bandstand, statues added 1898 and seats are shown in the centre of the garden and 
at its north and east ends respectively. During WWI it became the reception area for 
Anzac troops; WWII part of HMS BEE and HMS Grasshopper. In 1967 there was talk 
of turning it into a car park but this idea  was rejected. This garden survived into the 

twentieth century when it was gradually transformed into an amusement arcade. 

 

 

Figure 78 - New Gardens later Alexander Gardens c.1900 (Sue Hogben collection) 

 

6.13 In 1872, the historic Melcombe Regis Common was adapted into pay-for-entry 
pleasure gardens.  These were ‘donated’ to the town to become Greenhill Park in 
1902. In 1905 Weymouth Council brought in renown landscape architect Mr William 
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Goldring of the Royal Botanical Gardens Kew to design Greenhill, and its extension 
the new Sluice gardens, as one entity incorporating a narrow band of highly 
maintained grass, walks and floral displays in the nineteenth century manner, raised 
above the town beach.  Notable features include a putting green and tennis courts, a 
bowling green, a café and shelter and a floral clock. 

6.14 The Nothe Gardens opened in the 1880’s on a promontory overlooking Weymouth 
and Portland harbours.  The gardens are informal in design with fine tree and shrub-
planted lawns with sheltered seats and paths descending to the shore.  In 1877, for 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, a ‘Jubilee Walk’ was recorded running along the south edge 
of the gardens to Nothe Point and the South Pier. The Peace Gardens c.2009 lies to 
the west of Nothe Gardens.  It was created on the site of a Quaker burial ground and 
retains a sense of enclosure and privacy which complements the more open park next 
door.  

6.15 The Sluice Gardens were opened in 1905, designed by landscape designer Mr 
William Goldring from the Botanical Gardens Kew27 and set out with hedging, flower 
beds, thatched shelter and a sunken garden which later became the children’s 
paddling pool. The gardens were redesigned with a paddling pool, sand pit and 
chalets in 1961. They were renamed Greenhill Play Gardens in 2013.   

6.16 St. John’s Gardens were created in 1904 on the edge of the Park district reclaimed 
land, later being reduced in size and losing its trees c.1960.  It is now a valuable 
pocket park near the town centre and utilised by the Weymouth volunteer group, 
Greenfingers. 

 
27 Council minutes 12th Jan 1905 
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Figure 79 - Map showing location of the parks and gardens mentioned above 

6.17 Following the construction of Westham Bridge in 1921, land to its east was infilled 
becoming Melcombe Regis Gardens, in effect the first part of Radipole Park and 
Gardens.  The original area of the gardens was later subdivided by a road scheme. 
Only the bowling green and palm house remain. 
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Figure 80 - Post card of Melcombe Regis Gardens c.1920 (Sue Hogben collection) 

6.18 Weymouth also enjoys other public gardens and open space such as Wyke Gardens, 
Bowleaze Cove, Lodmoor Country Park and Sandsfoot Gardens, the latter are 
arranged around the ruins of Sandsfoot Castle built c.1539.   Melcombe Regis Burial 
Ground, laid out in 1855/6 would have also contributed to public open space, the 
cemetery displaying a typical arrangement of lodges, Anglican and Non-conformist 
chapels and numerous serpentine walks with views across the Backwater to the east. 
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Figure 81 – Map showing all public green spaces 
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Milner Son & White house style 

6.19 Many of the themes and details apparent in the landscape design of Radipole Park 
and Gardens evidence the inherited house style of Milner Son & White. 

6.20 Edward Milner, founder of the landscape design dynasty, trained with Head Gardener 
and polymath, Joseph Paxton (1803 – 1865), at Chatsworth before helping to layout 
Paxton’s designs at parks including Crystal Palace, London, c.1852.  In 1850 he set 
up his own practice working in a naturalistic style promoted by Paxton and inherited 
from Humphry Repton (1752-1818)28.   

6.21 Put simply, the style favoured an interpretation of the eighteenth century rural English 
Landscape parks where features, such as serpentine routes, the mounding and 
excavation of soil, the clumping of exotic and native trees and careful placement of 
fine specimen trees for their contrast of form and colour, the use of fast and still water 
and the careful control of views created drama, anticipation and contemplation.  
These were adapted – they were effectively scaled down- to suit the requirements of 
smaller estates, suburban villas, public parks and cemeteries.  Built features within 
the designs such as boundary walls and railings, gateways and entrance lodges were 
similarly scaled down as was the principal-built feature – the house, villa, public 
pavilion or chapel.  Such buildings would be placed to benefit from as long an 
ornamental approach as possible, often a serpentine route to allow it to come in and 
out of view to build that same sense of anticipation and drama. 

6.22 In 1890 Milner’s son, Henry Ernest Milner, published ‘The Art and Practice of 
Landscape Gardening’.  This clearly articulated his, and the practice’s, approach to 
design which would become the house-style for Milner Son & White.  

6.23 In the chapter, ‘Public Parks and Cemeteries’, Milner encouraged designers to 
recognise the future needs of a public site, to plan ahead using trees to screen 
modern intrusions, such as railway embankments, to provide an exaggerated sense 
of shelter, to create ‘broad gravelled spaces’ and walks for people to congregate and 
to use planting able to cope with pollution or exposure.  He also encouraged the use 

of natural landforms, rock and planting local to the site. 

6.24 Other influences can be seen at Radipole such as the paths, ‘main lines drawn with 
boldness’ and ‘broad spaces of turfed ground’ to emphasize a ‘restful quiet’ to 
contrast with ‘the busy world outside’.  The formal treatment of landscape around a 
building, as seen in the platform around the tennis pavilion, and a ‘special 
promenade, perhaps emphasised by rows of trees giving shade, distinctively 
arranged to serve as a recognised point of rendezvous’.  Even the amenity grass can 
be seen to reflect his advice in its intention to create a filtered boundary with the 
potential to be appreciated as a ‘recreation ground belonging to the individual 
gardens’ (all quotes p. 93-95.). 

6.25 With regard to planting, the chapter, ‘Planting’ promoted the use of trees and shrubs 
planted on raised ground to exaggerate scale and a sense of enclosure, of the 
importance of the repetitive use of trees to connect different parts of a site together, 
to use light coloured plants to create distance and dark coloured plants to emphasise 
enclosure, to place smaller ornamental trees and shrubs close to paths to invite close 

 
28 After Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, Repton is arguably the most famous English Landscape designer.  His 
clientele were often drawn from the increasingly wealthy mercantile class and he became an expert self-
publicist through his preparation of ‘Red Books’, essentially before and after images of a landscape for his 
clients and his best-selling treatise on landscape and design, most notably ‘Observations on the Theory and 
Practice of Landscape Gardening’ first published in 1803. 
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inspection and to graduate planting on either side of an opening to enhance a view.  
The preferred background to all planting, including shrubberies and flower borders, 
was neatly cut grass without any ornamental bedding or edging to the planted areas 

(p. 45 – 49). 

6.26 Milner concluded his advice on planting with a series of short plant lists suitable for 
different conditions.  For shade (a) he promoted Acuba, Berberis, Broom, Box, 
Butcher’s broom, Holly, Laurel, Snowberry, Pine, Thuja and Hornbeam.  For exposed 
sites, including those near the sea (d) he advised pines, firs, Wych elm, Poplar, 
Sycamore, Holm oak, Escallonia, Box, furze (gorse), Juniper, Buckthorn, Broom, 
Euonymus, Privet, laurustinus (Viburnum tinus), Spiraea and Buddleia.   

6.27 While it is acknowledged that many of these remain popular amenity landscape 
plants, it is noted nearly that all of these are still found in Radipole Park and Gardens 
today. 
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7. Condition of the heritage 

7.1 The existing management approach adopted for Radipole Park and Gardens and the 
resources available to deliver this are summarised in chapter 3. 

7.2 A detailed site condition assessment has also been prepared to inform this Plan 
(Appendix A).  This identifies the following as key considerations in the future 

management of the heritage: 

• A perceived fragmentation of the site with different areas being managed 
independently and not as part of a holistic whole; 

• The overcrowding, maturity and lack of a clear strategy of succession planting 
for historic planting; 

• The lack of a clear boundary to the site either incorporating or augmenting 
surviving boundary features; 

• The lack of a cohesive approach to the selection and maintenance of hard 
landscaping and site furniture contributing to the loss of historic path edging, a 
lack of consistent path surfacing, and a lack of a clear site identity conveyed 
through a small design/product palette, and, 

• Erosion of the quality of soft landscaping through inappropriate plant choice, 
poor maintenance and damage caused by chemicals.  

 
 
 

 



CONSERVATION PLAN - Radipole Park and Gardens                                                                       
 

Weymouth Town Council  
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Parks for People reference PP-17-03557 

P a g e  | 67 

8. Gaps in knowledge 

8.1 Archive and site evidence undertaken to inform the understanding of the significance 
of Radipole Park and Gardens suggests that there are many potentially rich 
opportunities for future study. 

8.2 Further areas of research may include: 

• LiDAR analysis to better understand underlying archaeology and drainage on 
site; 

• On-going research on Milner Son and White, Edward White and Weymouth 
Town Council to accumulate additional understanding of Radipole Park and 
Gardens as the only surviving interpretation of the wider Radipole Lake scheme.  
Such work may include the securing of design and project drawings, 
specifications of work, planting bills and general correspondence; 

• On-going research to better understand the contribution to – and significance of - 
Radipole Park and Garden as an example of English public landscape design 
c.1920 – 1940.   Such work could form part of a local registration for the site to 
be authored between the Friends of Radipole Park and Gardens and the Dorset 
Gardens Trust.  This work may form part of a growing movement promoting the 

importance of early twentieth century English landscape design; 

• Further research into the work and contribution of architect, H. Bernton 
Benjamin. 

• Further research and investigation of the Weymouth Tennis Club pavilion to 
establish if the building contains any surviving elements of the original park 
pavilion to help inform its future management and use; 

• On-going research and community involvement to capture local knowledge and 
memories of the site such as photographs, documented family reminiscences 

and oral history.  Subjects may include previous Council employees;  

• Monitor the use of the northeast footpath to better inform new, safe connections 
with the area of Spa Road; 

• On-going assessment and monitoring of wildlife on site to clearly identify the 
presence of protected species and to inform their future management; 

• Explore new opportunities to better connect with Radipole lagoon and its 
associated wildlife resources either physically, visually or through community 

and management links; 

• On-going monitoring of tree and plant health on site to increase understanding 
about the effects of climate change, pests and diseases to help manage the site 
more sustainably. 
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9. Statement of Significance 

9.1 The significance of Radipole Park and Gardens is articulated here through the 
application of Historic England’s Conservation Principles, first published in 2008, and 
recently redrafted with the intention of aligning the Principles with the language of the 
revised National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance, namely 

the substitution of ‘interest’ for ‘value’. 

 

Summary Statement of Significance 
 
9.2 Radipole Park and Gardens may not be recognised by Historic England’s Register of 

Historic Parks and Gardens but they represent a much-loved and unusual example of 
an adjunct to a far greater and unrealised scheme by a grand landscape designer, 
reduced and refined to fit a un-prepossessing site in a semi-derelict area while 
retaining key design elements.  The original intention of the project, to help alleviate 
unemployment for local men, may not have been fully realised but the function of the 
site as a place of contemplation, exercise and community purpose was and it remains.  
Unlike many similar parks, Radipole has survived almost intact despite diminishing 
resources.  Its location ensures it remains a key connection between and town, 
suburbs and the Backwater while its relative privacy and seclusion sustains a usually 
peaceful atmosphere.  The original design intentions to combine sport, community 
and nature also remain and are perfectly in-tune with current public agendas at 
national and local level. 

 

Historic interest 
 
9.3 Radipole Park and Gardens holds high historic interest for the people of Weymouth.  It 

represents a late addition to the town’s public green spaces, c. 1930 on, culled out of 
an area with long associations with the town’s industrial and sea-trading history.  The 
site is unusual as it turns its back to the sea, making stronger connections to the 
pastoral landscape to the west and north. 

9.4 During the Second World War, the park became part of British Southern Command 
and the US Military’s preparations for D-Day, one of several important sites along the 

south coast.  Evidence of the disruption of this occupation survives in the landscape. 

9.5 That the site is an interpretation of an unrealised and much grander scheme is of 
historic interest.  That any of Edward White’s project was able be realised in some 
form following years of uncertainty surrounding the larger Radipole Lake scheme is a 

testament to its designer and to the people and town council of Weymouth. 

9.6 The multi-use site remains largely intact with its raised boundaries, linear design and 
component gardens and sporting facilities with their respective structure planting and 
landscape design details.  It continues its original purpose both as a public green 

space and important link between the town centre and communities to the north. 

9.7 A good archive of the site’s history c.1930 on, survives in part at MERL, Reading 
University and in the archives of the town council. 
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Communal interest 
 
9.8 Radipole Park and Gardens hold high communal interest for the people of Weymouth.  

It is a valued daily experience for many local residents and office workers.  Its tripartite 
character offers space for contemplation, formal and informal sport.  It is a place of 
celebration – a favourite for wedding photographs - and a place of commemoration 
memorialising local people, national figures such as Diana, Princess of Wales and 
international events, such as the Holocaust. 

9.9 The local community saw off proposals to reduce the gardens to a car park in 1957 
and a zoo in 1967. 

9.10 The site is also important for its role in attempting to alleviate the unemployment of 
local men during the Depression by providing them with a purposeful occupation. 

9.11 Today the site is championed by the Friends of Radipole Park who continue to help 
foster support from within the local community and town council to secure investment 
in the park and to promote its history and benefits more widely.  The Friends have 
been responsible for new initiatives such as the community orchard and meadow at 
the north end of the site which offer opportunities for informal learning as well as 
recreation. 

9.12 The site is associated with some important figures, most notably the landscape 
designer Edward White.  While White no doubt focussed his attention on his more 
ambition scheme for Radipole Lake, this relatively small site retains the integrity of his 
overall design intention as a naturalistic place of leisure.  Through White, the site is 
also associated with Edward and Henry Ernest Milner and the development of the 
public parks movement in the nineteenth century.  The distinctive house-style of 
Milner Son & White survives in the park today, albeit eroded, evidencing a clear 
inheritance of Edward Milner’s mid nineteenth century ‘natural landscaping’ style. 

 

Archaeological interest 
 
9.13 The archaeological interest of the site, and its local contextual area, is evidenced by 

the historic record and archaeological investigations, such as excavation and 
scheduling of ‘the humpty dumpty fields’ in 1975.  This work has increased 
understanding of the historic settlement pattern and industrial activity along the 
eastern banks of the Backwater lagoon and the role of the Backwater in the 
development of Weymouth as a port and, later, as a tourist attraction. 

9.14 Specific objects, such as building remains, pieces of petrified wood, glass and 
ceramics evidence long human occupation and of lost primeval forests, dredged up 

with the ‘turtle stones’ from the lagoon and incorporated into the fabric of the park. 

 

Architectural and artistic interest 
 
9.15 The key architectural and artistic interest of Radipole Park and Gardens lies in its 

association with the story of the ambitious landscaping scheme c.1920 on for 
Radipole Lake which was reduced and refined to the present site.  Had the 231-acre 
scheme been realised, its achievement in land reclamation, engineering and 
landscape design would have been of national significance as an exemplary maritime 
pleasure ground.  It would have been one of the largest public landscapes to have 
been created in the twentieth century.   

9.16 The realisation of the overall design principles of the wider scheme to the smaller site 
can be seen to be an achievement in itself.  Key features of the lake scheme, such as 
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the creation of specific areas for specific purposes, the use of earth moving to create 
variety in topography and landscape character, the strong connection with the lagoon 
and land to the west, a clear circulation pattern, a cohesive naturalistic planting design 
with space for wildlife and carefully placed facilities and buildings are all present in 
Radipole Park and Gardens. 

9.17 The landscape design evidences the inheritance of the Milner Son & White house 
style and plant palette, particularly in the use of raised earth banks, strong path lines 

and the repetition of key trees such as Maritime pine, Weeping willow and Holm oak. 

9.18 The site makes a valuable contribution to the local townscape, marking a transition 
from the density of central Weymouth and the area around the railway station, to the 
gentler suburbs to the north.  Mature tree planting within the site also creates links 
with similar planting in the gardens of the grand villas of the town, which, in itself 
evidences a particular period of architectural and horticultural taste. 

9.19 In the wider view, the site contributes to the setting of the town, connecting visually 
with Melcombe Regis cemetery to the southwest as part of a series of public green 

spaces which temper the concentration of development closer to the seafront. 

 

Ecological interest 
 
9.20 Radipole Park and Garden lies adjacent to the Backwater lagoon.  The importance of 

the lagoon as a wetland habitat is clearly illustrated by its long association with 
organisations such as CPRE, who opposed development in the lake in 1947, and 
later, with the RSPB as one of its 180 national reserves.  The rich habitat mosaic of 
the lagoon hosts rare and unusual species such as Bearded tits, Otter and water vole 

and migrants such as Osprey. 

9.21 The site acts as a green corridor in relation to the reserve and as a link between the 
town centre and land to the north.  In this the site holds increasing importance as 
development pressures in and around Weymouth compromise the movements of 
wildlife.  Ecological surveys undertaken by Dorset Wildlife Trust to inform the Stage II 
NLHF application further evidence this interest. 

9.22 The mature tree planting within the site is recognised by Natural England as woodland 
priority habitat network.  
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10. Issues and opportunities 

10.1 Drawing upon the previous sections, the following issues and opportunities have 
been identified to help sustain the significance of Radipole Park Gardens as a 
functional and beautiful public landscape. 

10.2 This section addresses issues and opportunities site-wide and in relation to each of 

the three interconnected areas. 

 

Issues 

Site wide 
 

Strategy for path surfacing and edging treatments 

10.3 The paths within the site are of variable quality with intermittent edging.  This erodes 
the overall aesthetics of the designed landscape and increases risk of damage to 
fabric and the public (trips and falls) through absent, damaged or indistinctive edging.    

Boundary treatments 

10.4 The west site boundary is unrestricted with unintentional gaps in planting allowing 
access onto Radipole Park Drive.  This poses a significant safety risk to dogs off 
leads and to children. 

10.5 The east site boundary is composed of three types of fencing.  The original iron 
fencing is relatively low and unsecure given its proximity to commercial premises and 

a railway. 

Site furniture 

10.6 The lack of a coherent strategy for site furniture detracts from the overall aesthetic 
composition of the designed landscape.  Some features, such as the play equipment, 
is dated and, together with its associated safety surfaces, must be approaching the 
end of its service life. 

Strategy for succession of structural planting 

10.7 The site retains a relatively high proportion of its original structural planting, notably 
trees such as Maritime pine, Holm oak, holly, Acer sp. and Weeping willow.  
Succession planting is ad hoc with many key specimens, such as pine and cedar, still 
lacking adequate replanting on account of existing over-crowding. 

10.8 Any replanting scheme will need to consider the high occurrence of multi-stem plants 

which may need to be ordered in advance from a reputable nursery. 

High occurrence of self-sets (trees) 

10.9 Self-set trees such as ash and sycamore are found throughout the site.  While these 
trees may make a positive contribution to the landscape and as wildlife habitat, they 
are contributing to overcrowding, damaging the condition of surviving original planting 
and eroding the intention of the landscape design. 

Climate change 

10.10 The site is vulnerable to the effects of climate change be it an increased risk of 
flooding, periods of prolonged drought and increased coastal and unseasonal winds.  
As the climate warms, some plants may struggle to survive or thrive as the southern 
limit of their range moves north.  

Plant health and disease 
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10.11 Climate change, together with the age of the surviving original planting and/or other 
mature plants, makes the structural planting increasingly vulnerable to plant disease.  
This may include Phytophthora ramorum, Honey fungus (Armillaria mellea) or other 
specific plant diseases such as Ash die back (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) or Oak 
decline. 

Views, contextual views and setting 

10.12 The west/east axial view found within the formal gardens is blocked at its east end by 
overgrowth on the east side of Radipole Park Drive.  This prevents the full 
appreciation of this important design feature. 

10.13 Despite little evidence that the contextual views experienced and enjoyed from 
Radipole Park Gardens were an intentional part of the landscape design, they do 
hold importance in placing the site in context both with the town and the wider area.  
As Weymouth has developed these predominantly rural views have been eroded, 
most notably in the housing to the west of the lagoon besides the A354. 

Flooding and waterlogging 

10.14 The site, particularly the northern end around the MUGA, car park and recreation 
field is prone to flooding and waterlogging.  The site is in the highest category of flood 
plain, and with the added context of climate change it is unlikely that a long term 
solution to flooding is achievable.  Conversations with the RSPB who run the 
Radipole Lake Nature Reserve have confirmed that the lake is maintained to be at its 
lowest levels in the winter, when the park is at highest risk of flooding.  However 
additional issues in relation to the build up of silt in the lake which has decreased 
capacity and blocked drainage outlets have been identified.  The RSPB have no 
plans for dredging in the foreseeable future and even if they did, it would only be a 
short – medium term solution as the lake is prone to silting.  The Environment 
Agency has assessed the site as decreasing in risk from west to east.   

  

Formal Gardens 
 

• The condition and suitability of the historic iron fencing.  This fencing is arguably 
insecure, potentially hazardous (evidenced by the removal of some spear points) 
and vulnerable to theft and/or further damage; 

• The general overcrowding of planting within the gardens, particularly trees and 
large shrubs, leads to a confused experience and increases risk of damage to 
individual specimens or increased rates of plant disease.  It is recognised that 
some plants have been donated in the memory of private individuals;  

• Health and longevity of specific specimens in respect of their planting context, 
such as the Tree of Heaven and Foxglove tree; 

• The need for a strategy to rejuvenate and refine the shrubberies and herbaceous 
planting, and, 

• The security of the petrified wood. 

 

Sports facilities 

• The apparent lack of use of the east path and associated potential security 
issues; 
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• Inefficient design and relatively poor condition of the north car park as a key 
arrival point to the site; 

• The dated design and condition of the play area and skate park and their future 
use; 

• General lower maintenance standards of public sports facilities which erodes the 
overall aesthetic appearance and enjoyment of the site; 

• Use, public access to and future of the pavilion.  Its present use as a private 
space effectively divides the site west and east and, potentially, north and south;   

• The lack of public seating in an area of spectator sports is peculiar and 
unfortunate and, again, contributes to perceived internal divisions within the site. 

 

Amenity grass area 

• Condition, safety and clear definition of northeast and east boundary increases 
risk to public and private property owners and detracts from the overall 
appearance of the area; 

• Condition and use of main grass area, with its particular drainage issues which is 
preventing greater use, and, 

• Lack of seating in an area of spectator sports and community activity. 

 

Opportunities 

Site wide 
 

Strategy for path surfacing and edging treatments 

10.15 Develop a suitable DDA compliant path structure and surfacing to use throughout the 
site to reintegrate the different areas.  Consider integrating textured brass studs, or 
similar, into the paths to aid the independence of visually impaired visitors.  Paths 
should be designed with appropriate camber and porous surfacing to cope with 
periodic high rainfall.  Agree a suitable form of edging for use throughout the site 
where historic edging treatments, such as rock work or concrete edging, are absent.  
The use of metal edging to lawn areas is a significant investment but can prove more 
economical than timber in respect of lifespan and robustness.    

Boundary treatments 

10.16 Consider introducing a robust but relatively transparent fence along the inside of the 
west boundary hedge to better secure the formal gardens.  This fence may be 
screened from within the gardens by new planting.   This fence should form part of a 
comprehensive management programme for refining this boundary planting and be 
combined with selective tree surgery (removal of self-sets, lifting of canopies and 
targeted limb removal to sustain historic specimens) and ground improvement of the 
raised bank through mulching and selective replanting. 

10.17 Gap up the west boundary hedge besides the sports facilities to prevent access away 

from designated entrances. 
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10.18 Aim to retain the east historic fence in situ but reinforce it with additional planting to 
the east using robust species such as berberis and holly.  The use of such planting 
should help discourage people from climbing over the fence and further reduce any 

need to remove the remaining spear points.   

10.19 Retain the existing east security fence as a relatively inconspicuous solution to the 
east boundary and retain the dense shrub on the adjacent embankment for additional 
security and for wildlife.   

Site furniture 

10.20 Use historic evidence to identify a suitable and simple seat design to be used across 
the site.  Aim to replace existing seats with the chosen design at the end of their life.  
Encourage people to commemorate loved ones by donating to a new seat for use 

near the sports facilities or grassed area. 

10.21 Develop a palette of design and materials sympathetic to the historic landscape 
character for all site furniture for use in Radipole Park and Gardens for consistency 
and to better tie the overall design and identity of the site together. 

Strategy for succession of structural planting 

10.22 Develop a new strategy to address succession planting across the site utilising space 
created by the removal of self-sets and rationalisation of the overall planting density.  
Draw on the Milner Son and White planting palette for Radipole Lake and existing 
site evidence but refine in accordance with climate change and plant disease advice 
and requirements to sustain landscape character and wildlife habitat.  

10.23 Ensure new planting includes multi-stem plants and suitable exotics to help sustain 
the character of the designed landscape. 

Climate change, plant health and disease 

10.24 Use the known threats to help refine planting within the site, to assist in informing the 
public about issues such as flooding, water catchment, the effects of ground 
compaction and wildlife monitoring such as: 

• Choosing reputable and accredited nurseries to supply plant material, 
especially any imported plant material to reduce threats of disease such as 
Fusarium circinatum which attacks Maritime pine; 

• Incorporate new drainage features across site and/or undertake targeted 
decompaction to help alleviate areas at risk from flooding; 

• Enhance turf areas with flood resistant seed mixes and improved substrates 
(increased drainage) to help alleviate the effects of flooding; 

• Consider planting new specimen trees on low mounds in the manner of 
Edward Milner to help protect against future flooding; 

• Use volunteers to monitor wildlife and plant health within the gardens to help 
identify the arrival of new pests and disease (and any loss of existing wildlife), 
and, 

• Incorporate water catchment systems into any new build, building 
refurbishment or new/replacement areas of hard surfacing such as the 
pavilion, car parks and tennis courts for irrigation within the site. 

Contextual views and setting 

10.25 Re open the west/east axis to better connect the gardens with the lagoon beyond and 
increase the appreciation of the wider context through stronger connections with 
structures on the RSPB reserve (visitor centre/hide), on-site interpretation and 
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greater consideration of the local contribution of the site as a valued greenspace 
within local planning considerations.   

Flooding and waterlogging 

10.26 Further investigate a simple and robust solution to drainage of the recreation area.  
Consideration should be given to maintenance and durability as it is unlikely that a 
solution will be found to completely solve the problem.  Ensure new surface 
treatments to carpark and other areas for upgrade as porous to allow surface water 
to drain away. Introduce new planting in area to aid surface water absorption. 
Consider the management and maintenance of the park, highlight and promote the 
biodiversity benefits of wet grassland.  Events and field-based sport activities are 
unlikely to take place in wet winter months so ensure programming is focussed on 
drier summer season. Identify alternative solutions, such as a surfaced footpath, to 
tackle issues of accessibility across the recreation grass when it is waterlogged. 
Locate the café and other built amenities to the east of the site where risk of flooding 
is lowest.  Continue conversations with RSPB and Natural England about the 

potential for dredging of the lake to increase capacity for surface water run-off. 

 

Formal Gardens 
 

• Use the refinement of planting within the formal gardens to create space for new 
planting and increased use and enjoyment of the site by the public.  A holistic 
landscape design can draw on the principles of Milner, Son and White while 
accommodating modern usage, maintenance and wildlife considerations;  

• Where unusual specimens survive, such as the Foxglove tree, create space 
around them to allow them to mature more effectively.  However, where 
specimens appear to have been ill-chosen, such as the Tree of Heaven or young 
Plane, take the opportunity to remove and replace with a more appropriate tree 
in the manner of White; 

• As part of a new holistic approach to the site, a new strategy to rejuvenate and 
refine the shrubberies and herbaceous planting in the formal gardens offers 
great community and educational benefits in design and future maintenance.  A 
simple comparator is the proposed sensory garden to the northeast of the formal 
gardens. 

• Relocate the petrified wood to the area of oval lawn for its greater security and 
appreciation.  

 

Sports facilities 

• As part of a site-wide approach, improve the east path to increase its use.  New 
ornamental planting along the east boundary may also help create a more 
attractive and more secure pathway by inviting greater use; 

• The rationalisation and redesign of car parking on site may release part of the 
northern car park as additional public space.  The poorly used adjacent multi-use 
area may also contribute to a new initiative to maximise public benefit of the site 
and to help redefine the purpose of Radipole Park and Gardens locally;   
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• The date and design of the play areas presents an unusual opportunity for 
wholesale new design which may include the restoration of the paddling pool as 
part of a wider natural play environment extending to the steep banks along the 
east of the playing field; 

• Increased public interest in health and well-being presents opportunity for public 
and/or private funding of the increasingly valuable sports facilities found on site.  
This interest will both secure these facilities and help maintain them;  

• Ideally, the pavilion could become the main public building of the site, adapted 
for modern use but retained on the historic footprint to make better sense of the 
raised terrace.  A public building in this location would be instrumental in helping 

to reintegrate the different areas of the site as one cohesive facility;   

• As part of a new design approach, new and appropriately designed public 
seating, which may include some simple shelters, could be located in and 
around the sports facilities to help increase their use and enjoyment. 

 

Amenity grass area 

• As part of a new site-wide strategy, engagement with local residents could be 
encouraged to prepare a preferred style of boundary treatment for use in future 

repairs; 

• New approaches to drainage and the treatment of ground compaction can be 
extended to include the main area of grass as part of site-wide improvements, 
ideally to create a year-round playing surface, and, 

• As part of a new design approach, new and appropriately designed public 
seating, which may include some simple shelters, could be located in and 

around the sports facilities to help increase their use and enjoyment. 
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11. Conservation Policies 

11.1 The following policies offer a basis for decision making and the future management of 
Radipole Park and Gardens.  The policies aim to sustain and enhance the 
significance of the site and to address identified risks to that significance.  Policies 
are detailed under overarching themes that relate to the site. 

11.2 The policies should be adopted by Weymouth Town Council and the Friends of 
Radipole Park and Gardens as a practical framework to help manage the site in the 
future, both in the immediate and long-term. 

11.3 An overarching vision for the site has been prepared to convey opportunities 
identified by this Plan for the site and to reflect the aspirations of its supporters.  The 
vision sits above the policies to provide an overarching strategy to the future 

conservation and enhancement of the site.  

11.4 Outline conservation principles have also been prepared to provide a sound basis for 
all future decision making.  

 

Vision for Radipole Park and Gardens 
 
11.5 Radipole Park and Gardens were created in part as a response to the failure of a 

much more ambitious scheme, Radipole Lake.  Through this, the site has 
demonstrated an inherent flexibility and resilience which will lead its ongoing 
conservation while presenting new and innovative opportunities to better connect with 
the local and wider community, addressing issues such as public health and well-

being and spaces for wildlife.    

11.6 The site will be appreciated and experienced as a fully integrated example of an 
interwar public park containing well-designed formal gardens, extensive sports 
faculties and an area for informal recreation, while accommodating current interests 
such as space for wildlife and climate change.  Key components of the historic 
landscape design such as the internal path circulation, raised and planted boundary 
banks and specific design details, including rock work path edging and the apparent 
use of multi-stemmed plants, will be respected and maintained as part of a holistic 
conservation management approach.  Designed and incidental views will be restored 
or sympathetically revealed to retain a sense of enclosure and privacy while 
presenting opportunities to better connect with the surrounding landscape.  The 
practicality of the historic planting palette will be used to inform new interpretations of 
the original scheme to respond to new challenges presented by climate change, 
pests and disease and anticipated maintenance resources without undue loss to the 
significance of the landscape in terms of scale or design character.  Where they may 
occur, other new interventions, such as a public building, new play facilities or new 
planted areas, will similarly respect the linearity and scale of the overall landscape 
design, as well as the distinct character of each of the three internal areas and how 
they each contribute to the significance of Radipole Park and Gardens as a whole. 

 

Conservation Principles 

• The future management of Radipole Park and Gardens will be based on an 
approved management and maintenance plan informed by this Plan; 

• Any change will be informed by a demonstrated understanding of the 
significance of the site and of its component parts; 
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• A long-term programme of improvement and change within the site will enhance 
significance and landscape character by focussing on conserving and perhaps 
reinstating lost features; 

• Restoration work will be informed by historic evidence.  Any conflict between 
authenticity and modern use will be identified and managed; 

• Improvements to hard and soft landscaping will endeavour to encourage visitors, 
improve safety and maximise accessibility without undue compromise of 
significance; 

• The impact of change, including that which relates to management needs, will be 
assessed to understand benefit or harm to significance; 

• The community and local stakeholders will be informed about and encouraged to 
engage with the future management of the site, and, 

• New interpretation will celebrate the history and design of the site in a manner 
accessible to the local and wider community.  

 

Conservation policies 

Local and national planning policy and guidance 

• Radipole Park and Gardens will be managed in accordance with local and 
national planning policy and guidance including the application of appropriate 
British Standards etc. as required, and, 

• The site will be treated as an undesignated heritage asset, an important public 
greenspace and significant wildlife corridor in its association with the adjacent 
RSPB reserve. 

• Opportunities will be sought for the inclusion of Radipole Park and Gardens on a 
local heritage list or a register compiled by The Dorset Gardens Trust. 

Site management and use 

• Radipole Park and Gardens will remain in use as a public greenspace composed 
of formal gardens, sports facilities and amenity grassland.  This continued use 
will directly inform the future management of the site and hold weight when 
considering the benefit or harm of proposals to sustain this use.  Management 
decisions will consider all users in a holistic manner so not to segregate the site 
unnecessarily. 

Adoption and use 

• The Conservation Plan will be adopted by Weymouth Town Council and The 
Friends of Radipole Park.  The Plan will be reviewed, ideally, on a five-year basis 
to assess progress and allow for refinement of associated Action Plan, and, 

• The Plan will be used to guide management decisions regarding the future 
conservation of Radipole Park and Gardens. 
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Management of the designed landscape 

• The site will be managed holistically to sustain its special interest as a historic 
designed landscape composed of three different but interconnected areas; 

• The intended purpose of each area will be respected, and opportunities will be 
sought to enhance significance to benefit the whole site; 

• Specific landscape features such as the raised boundary banks and rock work 
path edging will be conserved and enhanced to sustain the historic landscape 
design; 

• The historic circulation will be respected and conserved as the integral 
framework to the landscape design while opportunities will be sought for its 
sensitive upgrade to accommodate modern access and drainage requirements, 

and, 

• Historic metal railings will be retained and conserved to record the east boundary 
of the formal gardens.  If necessary, sympathetic secondary fencing will be 
introduced to its east to better secure the boundary. 

Management of views 

• Key internal views will be managed to enhance the historic and aesthetic 
appreciation of the landscape design through the removal or reduction of 

planting or furniture that may intrude upon the view; 

• Key external views, such as the west axial view, will be restored to better 
connect the site with the lagoon and landscape beyond; 

• Where incidental views are identified, particularly those along the western site 
boundary towards Melcombe Regis, these will be retained through informed 
management, as part of the contextual understanding and experience of the 

landscape, and, 

• Contextual views towards the site, and the need for their retention as part of the 
wider townscape of Weymouth, will also be considered in any forthcoming 
development proposals around the west and southern edges of the lagoon. 

Tree planting 

• Structural tree planting evidenced by small groups of specimens, rows and 
repetitive planting will be retained, conserved and enhanced through targeted 
succession planting to sustain the historic and aesthetic interest of the designed 
landscape; 

• The lifespan of historic trees will be extended through their careful management 
to resolve issues of overcrowding and space for succession planting, and, 

• New tree planting will reflect White’s planting palette but not necessarily be 
restricted to it, be mindful of the size of a tree at maturity and of its intended form 

(standard or multi-stem).  
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Shrubbery and herbaceous planting 

• Shrubberies and herbaceous planting will be managed and sustained as 
important elements of the landscape design taking account of scale and size at 
maturity.  The planting palette will be informed by but not restricted to White’s, 

and, 

• New interpretations of traditional planting styles, such as the substitution of 
perennial planting for bedding, will be accommodated and encouraged as part of 
the presentation of the site which contributes positively to the aesthetic, 
sustainable and ecological interest of the site. 

Turf care 

• Turf within Radipole Park and Gardens will be managed in accordance with the 
prevailing landscape character of the different areas of the site.  Fine turf 
management will be encouraged within the central area of the formal gardens 
with agreed areas of longer bulb-planted grass along the margins.  The area of 

the amenity grass will be managed to sustain this use.  

Plant health and disease 

• All planting will be closely monitored for signs of pests and disease as part of the 
on-going management of the site.  Where issues arise, they will be addressed in 
a timely fashion in accordance with Council, national advice and guidelines.  This 
policy also applies to the emergence of any notifiable plants within the gardens.  

There is currently no evidence of Japanese knotweed but marestail is present. 

• Where disease is associated with a specific plant species such as ash die back 
or oak decline, replacement planting will constitute appropriate substitutions to 
sustain the spirit of the designed landscape; 

• New planting, including potential propagation from on-site sources, will be 
mindful of plant health issues and ensure compliance with advised nursery 

biosecurity standards, and, 

• The treatment of plant disease and aftercare within the gardens will involve 
approved biosecurity measures extending to the appropriate disposal of infected 
plant material, mulch or soil and cleaning procedures of tools, PPE and site 
vehicles. 

Use of chemicals within Radipole Park and Gardens 

• There will be a presumption against the use of chemicals within the site, either 
herbicides or insecticides, in order to enhance the sustainability of the landscape 
and biodiversity; 

• Enhanced opportunities for wildlife within the gardens, such as pollinators and 
predatory invertebrates and an increased use of site-specific planting, will be 
encouraged to minimise essential chemical applications, and,   

• Control of weeds along path edges and beneath specimen trees will be 
addressed by mulching, the use of refined edging treatments and the targeted 
use of equipment such as weed burners.  
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Climate change 

• Future management of the site will recognise the increasing implications of 
climate change such as risk of increased flood events, periods of drought, 
increased onshore wind and unseasonal frost,     

• Opportunities for improved drainage, notably in the area of the sports field, in the 
retention of the boundary banks and in the design of any new buildings or 
infrastructure, will be sought as part of on-going conservation and repair works in 
order to sustain the designed landscape, and, 

• Climate change will inform related strategies such as improved pedestrian or 
cycle links along Radipole Park Drive and improved bus links to the site.  The 

provision of a hybrid car recharging point may also be considered, and, 

• The site will make a positive contribute to Weymouth Town Council’s 
sustainability initiatives by integrating energy conservation measures in any new 
building or adaptation and in intelligent decision making such as the provision of 
water fountains in lieu of the purchase of single-use plastic water bottles to 
minimise waste. 

Biodiversity 

• Radipole Park and Gardens will be maintained as an important wildlife corridor 
connecting the sea front, private town gardens, railway embankment, the lagoon 
and its associated areas with the town suburbs and eventual countryside to the 
north; 

• Habitat within the site will be managed to protect and encourage protected 
species which will be conserved in accordance with national legislation and 
guidance; 

• Space for wildlife will be integral to the future presentation and management of 
the gardens.  This may take the form of hedgerows and shrubbery planting, 
discrete areas of scrub, more considered plant choice and the use of specific 

features such as nesting boxes or bug hotels;  

• The cyclical management of the landscape will similarly accord with national 
legislation and guidance, such as bird nesting season, and,  

• Retention of dead wood in the gardens will be managed on a case-by-case basis 
so not to unduly compromise the integrity or management of the historic 
landscape design.  Opportunities for standing deadwood may be considered 
along the east boundary where there may be fewer safety issues.  Opportunities 
for discrete piles of deadwood may similarly be acceptable within the 
shrubberies or within the wooded banks of the eastern site boundary. 

Forms of commemoration 

• Existing built memorials will be retained and maintained as part of the social 
history of the landscape; 

• Planted memorials will generally be retained for the lifespan of the tree or shrub 
with a presumption against its replacement unless it can be shown to contribute 
positively to the on-going conservation of the designed landscape, and, 
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• New opportunities for commemoration, such as a memorial book, the 
sponsorship of a park bench or a contribution to replacement tree planting will be 
encouraged with a presumption against the use of personalised labels.  

Maintenance of site faculties and furniture 

• Sports faculties will be maintained to a level appropriate to their use and mindful 
of their communal and aesthetic contribution to Radipole Park and Gardens as a 
whole; 

• Play facilities will be designed and integrated into the landscape taking 
advantage of historic precedent and new opportunities for natural play to reduce 
the reliance on traditional, and ultimately often inflexible, play equipment, and,  

• Site furniture, such as seats, benches, litter bins, bollards and signage, will be 
informed by an agreed palette of designs and materials to enhance the 
appreciation of Radipole Park and Gardens as a holistic landscape design. 

Interpretation, future research and record keeping 

• Periodic review of the Conservation Plan will include new research and 
understanding to help refine and enhance the interpretation and educational 
benefits of the site.  This review will also consider the appropriateness of the 

policies within the context of national statutory and sector guidance; 

• Work undertaken by the Friends of Radipole Park will be recorded on an up to 
date database in order to help inform new development proposals or challenges 
in a timely manner,  

• Records of maintenance work undertaken by Weymouth Town Council will be 
kept and shared in an appropriate format with the Friends of Radipole Park to 
ensure that as full a record of the site as possible is maintained for future 
reference, and,  

• The Conservation Plan will remain a public document, available to view on the 
websites of Weymouth Town Council and the Friends of Radipole Park and 
Gardens. 
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12. Adoption and Review 

12.1 This Conservation Plan will be formally adopted by Weymouth Town Council and the 
Friends of Radipole Park and Gardens.  The Parks and Green Spaces service will be 
responsible for the use of the Plan.   

12.2 The review and monitoring of the Plan, as advised by the policies, will be the 
responsibility of Weymouth Town Council Parks and Open Spaces Manager, 
reporting to the Town Clerk. 

12.3 Copies of the Plan will be available on websites of Weymouth Town Council and the 
Friends of Radipole Park and Gardens.  A copy of the Plan is lodged with the Dorset 

HER, at the Hestercombe Garden History archive and Weymouth Museum. 
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http://www.ussher.org.uk/journal/00s/2007/10%20Mather%20&%20Prudden%20Weymouth%20spas%202007%20full.pdf
http://www.ussher.org.uk/journal/00s/2007/10%20Mather%20&%20Prudden%20Weymouth%20spas%202007%20full.pdf


APPENDIX B - Map Regression 

 

Radipole Enclosure Map, 1604. © British Library Online Gallery (I.ii f.22) 



  

Detail of Eric Rickett’s interpretation of the Backwater c.1839 © family of late Eric Ricketts



 

Weymouth 1835 (Sue Hogben image collection) 
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Extract of Weymouth & Melcombe Regis parish map, 1837 (Sue Hogben collection)



 

Tithe Map29 

 
29 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Detail of OS 6” First Edition 186430
 

 
30 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Extract of c.1903 OS 31 

 
31 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Extract OS map 1930 32

 
32 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Extract OS Map 193833 

 
33 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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Extract OS Map 193834  

 
34 Material in this work that is the copyright of Dorset History Centre and is published with the permission of 
Dorset History Centre 
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APPENDIX C 

Site Condition Assessment 

12.4 For the purposes of this exercise, the Radipole Park and Gardens has been split into 
three areas i) the formal gardens, ii) the sports facilities, including two areas of car 
parking, and iii) amenity grassland.  The assessment is based on visual inspection 
only, no below ground investigation or any other form of physical or measured 
assessment has been undertaken. 

Formal Gardens 
 
12.5 This forms the southern end of the site.  It is one of the busiest areas and the most 

ornamental. 

12.6 The evident investment in a sophisticated design scheme experienced in the formal 
gardens, composed of hard and soft landscaping and planting, illustrates a higher 
expectation of use  associated with its proximity to the town centre and railway 

station. 

Boundaries 

 Fencing 

12.7 Modern galvanised metal hoop-top railings.  A short length of fencing c. 1m high x 
15m long forms the southern end of the east site boundary.  The fence appears to be 
a recent addition to the site, and it is in good condition. 

12.8 Historic iron fencing.  Used to identify the east site boundary, this original spear-
pointed fence survives in its original sections along the majority of the east boundary 
of the formal gardens between the south entrance and to the south of Alexander 
Bridge.  However, the spear points have been removed along the northern section of 
the boundary fence presumably to reduce risk of injury.  The condition of the fence 
deteriorates near Alexander Bridge with missing or damaged sections.  Little 
evidence of paint survives on the fence, which is now predominantly rusted.  Scrub 
and weed obscures much of the fence along its length. 

12.9 This is fence is important surviving historic fabric.  However, its appropriateness as a 
site boundary to commercial premises and in close proximity to a railway needs to be 

considered.  

         

 Junction of modern and historic fencing                            Adapted and unadapted historic fencing 

12.10 Security fence.  Modern wire mesh and cross wire fencing supported by tall 
concrete posts continues along the east boundary of the formal gardens to the north 
of Alexander Bridge.  The fence appears to be intact but is partly overgrown by weed 

and there is evidence of people climbing over from the railway embankment. 
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12.11 Alexander Bridge.  This substantial modern structure includes integral hoop-top 
railings at the east entrance to the site.  These railings are in good condition. 

          

 Security fencing                                                                  Alexander Road bridge seen from the west 

Hedgerows 

12.12 Mixed hedgerow defines the west boundary of the formal gardens along Radipole 
Park Drive.  The character of the generally mature ‘hedgerow’ changes along its 
length, particularly when seen from within the site.  It includes formal clipped 
elements, gaps where desire lines or dense shade from overhead trees have 
reduced the effectiveness of planting, and it incorporates mature trees, self-set 
saplings and often large ornamental shrubs. 

         

 Typical section of west boundary from within the gardens    Sparse hedge in shade         

12.13 When viewed from Radipole Park Drive, the hedgerow appears more coherent with a 
neat, regular appearance running beneath the canopies of the boundary trees. 

12.14 The condition of the hedgerow is fair with sections of over mature plants, gaps and 
self-sets compromising its intended appearance as a formal edge to the site.  Some 
gaps represent high risk to pedestrians and, especially, children moving between the 
gardens and the busy Radipole Park Drive 

          

 West boundary hedge seen from Radipole Park Drive      Potentially dangerous gap in hedge 
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Paths and edging 

12.15 The paths throughout the formal gardens are surfaced in blacktop.  All paths 
evidence periodic repair, limited root heave and pockets of erosion, which all detract 
from the overall aesthetic effect.  Despite this the surface is generally smooth with an 
effective camber to help drainage.  No original surfacing is known to survive, and it is 
unclear what this actually was. 

        

 Typical section of path showing wear                               Evidence of repair in path surface 

12.16 Path edging between the grass and path is inconsistent throughout the formal 
gardens.  A few short lengths of deteriorated timber edging were noted in the north of 
the area, with exposed concrete haunching in places, and modern metal edging 
partly surrounds the oval lawn.  Elsewhere edges were feathered into the lawns with 
varying degrees of success with crumbling path edges and herbicide spray drift 

detracting from the generally high presentation standards of the area 

          

 Exposed concrete haunching and rotten timber edging       Poor edging definition and evidence of spray drift 

12.17 Some historic rock work edging also survives in the formal gardens alongside the 
path and around some larger areas of planting.  This feature survives throughout 
Radipole Park and Gardens and is an important device in providing cohesion in the 
landscape as well as conveying significance.  Where it survives, this feature is 
generally in good condition. 
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 Historic rock work edging                                     Grass verge ‘feathered’ into path 

Structural tree planting (edges and pathways) 

12.18 Some original planting, such as Maritime pine, poplar, Sycamore and Weeping 
willow, survives along the west and east edges of the formal gardens.  These trees, 
which are planted in small clusters, in loose rows and in repetition, are located on low 
earth banks, which exaggerate their scale and the sense of enclosure they bring to 
the gardens.  

         

 Trees growing on banks in southern gardens             Row of bifurcated Acer sp. on east boundary 

12.19 Both the clusters and rows are today overcrowded evidencing an historic failure to 
shape, reveal or thin.  A row of c. twenty Acer x sp. along the east boundary appear 
particularly vulnerable with a high incident of bifurcated trunks potentially further 
weakening the trees.  On the west boundary, fine specimens of Maritime pine are 
becoming overwhelmed by young, competing Sycamore and ash. 

         

 Maritime pine overwhelmed by self-sets                     Succession planting of willows (left of path) 

12.20 There is little evidence of succession planting of these important structural trees 
being undertaken on site particularly along the boundaries of the formal gardens. 

12.21 In contrast, the iconic Weeping willow walk of Radipole Park and Gardens is being 
sustained through new planting although there have been some recent losses. 
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Specimen tree planting 

12.22 Specimen trees are found in the boundary plantings and growing within the main 
lawn area of the formal gardens.  All are affected by the general overcrowding of the 
gardens which reduces opportunity for their more selective care.  The choice of some 
specimens is also questioned regarding their potential size on maturity.  These 
include an historic Foxglove tree (Paulownia tomentosa) overwhelmed by shrubbery, 
semi-mature Swamp cypress (Taxodium distichum) leaning towards the path and 

immature Plane (Platanus x. sp) and Maidenhair tree (Ginkgo biloba). 

        

 Young Maidenhair tree and semi-mature Swamp cypress    Struggling Plane tree 

12.23 Some succession planting of mature specimen trees such as flowering cherries has 
taken place which sustains their contribution to the landscape.  However, space is 
rarely made to accommodate such new planting. 

        

 Cherry tree, example of succession planting            Climbing rose and Tree of Heaven 

12.24 A key specimen trees is a semi-mature Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) which 
stands at the centre of the circular raised planter marking the intersection of the 
north/south and east/west axis of the garden.  This tree appears to be struggling, it is 
quite small with a restricted canopy.  Marks on its trunk evidence a vigorous climbing 

rose, now cut back but re-emerging at the base of the tree. 

Shrubberies and herbaceous planting 

12.25 The majority of shrub planting appears relatively recent with a few potentially older 
specimens found within the west boundary.  There is a good selection of seasonal 
colour, form and flower.  Some plants are over mature and would benefit from 
rejuvenation. 

12.26 Mixed shrub and herbaceous borders form a buffer between the lawn areas and the 
boundary shrubberies.  These are modern combinations and are generally well 

looked after with little weed occurring. 
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 Over-mature but attractive shrubbery                       Perennial planting displays 

12.27 Planting beds set within the oval lawn are an interpretation of the fashionable 
perennial and drought-resistant planting. These attractive beds are well maintained 
and mulched with deep shingle. 

Plant health and maintenance 

12.28 Several ornamental sorbus, malus  and prunus  are dead or dying in the formal 
gardens.  The reasons for their condition should be investigated and monitored.  
Dead plants should be removed as soon as possible to prevent risk of further 

infection and to enhance the landscape. 

        

 Plant losses along east boundary of formal gardens       Plant losses and dead Prunus west boundary formal gardens 

12.29 Two areas of shrubbery were also noted where there is a high incidence of plant die 
back.  The cause of this is unknown but the areas should be investigated and/or 
monitored to guard against virus infection and pathogens such as Phytophthora 

ramorum. 

12.30 Many young trees were protected against squirrel and strimmer damage by narrow 
wire cages.  While arguably visually un-intrusive, these risks damaging the tree by 
preventing easy access to internal stakes and ties and the inadvertent exposure of 
the trunk and its base.  Several young trees evidenced damage to their trunks, but it 
is unclear if this is accidental damage or vandalism. 
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 Tree cages and herbicide-treated base              Stem damage 

12.31 The ground around the base of many young trees and shrubs is treated with 
herbicide.  This looks unsightly and detracts from the appearance of the gardens. 

Turf management 

12.32 Grass within the formal gardens is treated as lawn with regularly cut close cut sward 
generally being found in the southern area of the site with longer, bulb-planted grass 
towards the north besides the willow walk.  The most highly maintained area of grass 
is around the perennial planting beds. 

12.33 The longer grass was waiting to be cut at the time of this survey. 

Site furniture (seats, signage, bollards, litter bins) 

12.34 The formal gardens contain a variety of park seats – variations on a standard timber 
bench – and two recycled picnic benches set on concrete paviours in the north area 
of the area.  The seats are concentrated around the oval lawn located in integral 
seating alcoves set into the path.  Modern site furniture such as bollards and litter 
bins are also to be found. 

        

 Typical site furniture at the south entrance               Picnic table north end formal gardens 

12.35 Bespoke signage at the south entrance to the site welcomes and orientates visitors 

while a finger post near the cross axis also helps with orientation. 

12.36 All of these features were in good repair, albeit some a little dated in style, at the time 
of this survey.  However, the lack of a cohesive strategy in terms of design style 
detracts from the overall presentation of the site. 

Commemorative features  

12.37 The formal garden contains three specific commemorative features: 
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12.38 Princess Diana memorial.  A large rough-cut block of stone set on a cobbled base.  
This feature is in good condition although it is stylistically incongruous with the 
landscape around it. 

       

 Princess Diana Memorial                                          Friends of Radipole Park commendation 

12.39 The Holocaust Memorial tree.  A young birch tree which is in good condition.  A small 
tablet stands at its base. 

12.40 A low pediment ornamented by a colourful mosaic celebrating the work of the Friends 
of Radipole Park.  This feature is in good condition. 

12.41 Other benches and trees within the site are memorials to loved ones and many are 
identified by simple metal or plastic plates which appear to be regularly cleaned. 

12.42 A large piece of petrified timber stands to the east of the south entrance.  This 
unusual feature is in good condition but is potentially vulnerable to theft being close 

to a major entrance and as the only surviving such feature in the gardens. 

Anti-social behaviour 

12.43 The formal gardens showed little evidence of anti-social behaviour at the time of this 
survey.  However, movement and damage to the fences along the east boundary 
evidence unauthorised access into the park from the adjacent embankment.  In 
addition, a few secluded areas within the shrubbery along the east boundary 
evidenced recent rough sleeping in discarded clothing and small amounts of litter. 

Key issues affecting the condition of the formal gardens 

• The lack of a safe and coherent fenced east boundary; 

• The need for a strategy for enhancing and augmenting the west boundary 
hedge, to close gaps and to provide a more resilient planted edge to the 
gardens.  The hedge should be able to benefit from regular cutting and to 
withstand areas of shade and dryness; 

•  The lack of a uniform, well repaired path surface with a coherent edging 
strategy; 

• The general overcrowding of planting within the gardens;  

• The lack of succession of key planted features; 

• Health and longevity of specific specimens, such as the Tree of Heaven, in 
respect of its planting context; 
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• The need for a strategy to rejuvenate and refine the shrubberies and herbaceous 
planting; 

• Plant health issues, and, 

• The lack of a coherent strategy for site furniture and memorials to enhance 
appearance and coherence of the formal gardens and the wider site. 

Sports facilities 

12.44 The central area of the site is composed of a series of sports facilities sandwiched 
between two parking areas.  The area is set out for the maximum convenience of its 
users yet retains a design continuity with the formal gardens to the south through the 
use of strong axis, planted and ornamental boundaries and small areas of 
ornamental planting.  

Boundaries 

 Fencing 

12.45 Metal hoop-top fencing.  A short length of fencing c. 1m high forms the east 
boundary of a pedestrian access off Radipole Park Drive to the north of the public 

tennis courts.  The fence dates c. 2000 and it is in good condition. 

12.46 The play area is similarly enclosed by modern c.1m high metal fencing with integral 
gates to exclude dogs from the play area and to provide an increased sense of 
enclosure and safety.  The fencing is generally in good condition although some 

sections have been bent by people climbing over.  The gate can be padlocked. 

          

 Hoop top fencing east of public tennis courts                Hoop top fencing around the Play Area 

12.47 Security fence.  The security fencing found along the east boundary of the formal 
gardens continues to the northeast of the sports facilities.  In condition it is generally 
sound but there is evidence of people climbing over from the railway embankment 
and cutting chain link.  The fence is often obscured within undergrowth at the foot of 

the railway embankment. 

12.48 Tennis Court fencing.  Modern chain link fencing surrounds the tennis courts and 
multi-play area.  This fencing is generally in reasonable condition, although that of the 
Weymouth Tennis Club is evidently better maintained.  While the fencing sub-divides 

the area, its relative transparency is not unusually obtrusive. 
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 Security fencing east boundary                                   Robust but transparent sports fencing 

Hedgerows 

12.49 The mixed hedgerow which bounds the west side of the formal gardens continues 
along the west side of the sports area.  However, this section differs in character: it is 
generally lower rising c.1m with shorter sections besides the southern vehicle 
entrances off Radipole Park Drive to aid visibility.  Other gaps are created by three 
pedestrian/cycle access points and the entrance to the northern car park.  In contrast 
to the hedge in the formal gardens, the hedge is here better defined by clipping with 
fewer standard trees, such as Holm oak and Cedar, although it can contain mature 
shrubs or smaller ornamental trees, such a Laburnum and Tamarisk.  Holm oak has 
also suckered into the hedgerow. 

        

 Lower hedgerow near Tennis court car park            Holm oak suckered into hedge 

Paths and edging 

12.50 A straight blacktop path c.1.5m wide runs along the west boundary of the sports area 
besides the hedge.  Rock work ornaments its west edge while more recent concrete 
kerbs part-line its east side.  This path connects the two areas of car park and 
provides access to the basketball court via short path spurs edged in rockwork or 

concrete kerbs.  The path and its edgings are in good condition. 

12.51 A similar path along the east side of the sports facilities is in poorer condition, 
possibly because it is less used.  The path surfacing is damaged and eroded in 
places.  Some rock work edging does, however, survive although it can appear more 
incongruous here in association with pieces of concrete edging.  The concrete edging 
tends to occur along the perimeter of the tennis courts.  A high percentage of small 
stones and shells was incorporated into the concrete edging reflecting its Maritime 
location.   
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 Concrete edging along east side of west path                Deteriorated east path seen from the north 

 

Car parks   

12.52 The southern car park is a small, modern, well-surfaced car park experiencing high 
use. Raised concrete pavements surround it along the south, west and north sides.  
Original rock work edging survives in association with the southern pavement.  The 
car park is in good condition. 

12.53 The north car park is informal, surfaced in MOT Type 1 and secured by a simple 
metal security barrier.  The area is rutted and potholed in places.  The area 
experiences high use through its association with the play area and amenity grass.  
Parking spaces are not clearly marked and therefore the area can become ‘chaotic’ 
on busy days.  The poor appearance of the car park detracts from the landscape 
around it. It is an area that is also prone to late night antisocial behaviour with cars 

using the open, rough surface for doughnuts and skidding tricks. 

        

 South car park seen from the east                 North car park seen from the southwest 

Sports facilities 

12.54 There is a notable difference in condition and presentation between the well-
maintained Weymouth Tennis Club, with its brightly coloured and refurbished courts 
and the council-maintained tennis and basketball courts to the north which, while 
perfectly serviceable, appear little used.  Outstanding small repairs to the court’s 
surfaces, fences and nets further detracts from their condition. 

12.55 The multi-use area, which stands to the east of the north car park, is slightly better 
used within the context of the park and the actual goal structures appeared to be in 
good condition. 
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 Weymouth Tennis Club                     Public tennis courts 

Play area 

12.56 The play area is located to the northeast of the north car park within its own fenced 
enclosure.  It is split into two areas with different pieces of play equipment set in 
safety surfacing set in grass to the south of the outline of an original paddling pool.  
The area of the paddling pool has been tarmacked and contains a further selection of 
play equipment each set in its own small area of safety surfacing.   

12.57 All of the equipment is well-used but dated and representative of a fashion for 
‘regulated’ play common from c.1960 on.  The equipment is subject to regular safety 
inspections.    

12.58 All surfacing associated with the play area is in variable states of repair with cracking 
tarmac, lost or rotting timber edging and deteriorating safety surfacing being 

common. 

         

 Deteriorating safety surface in play area                   Deteriorated historic render in relic padding pool 

Skate park 

12.59 A small skate park stands in grass to the west of the play area.  The equipment and 
its supporting concrete pad are intact and regularly inspected but appear dated.  The 
area is however popular with children on scooters and in the early stages of 
skateboarding.  It also provides an informal social area for children who may consider 
themselves too old for some of the play area equipment. 

12.60 In form and location this feature can be said to detract from the wider landscape. 

The pavilion 

12.61 The Weymouth Tennis Club pavilion is a painted timber clad structure standing on a 
raised formal terrace.  The building is intended to be accessible from the west and 
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east paths but security fencing (harris fencing) presently restricts any access except 
via the private tennis courts to the south. 

12.62 The building appears to be in fair condition, it is maintained and the grass on the 

terrace around it is cut.     

Structural tree planting (edges and pathways) 

12.63 Some original planting, such as Maritime pine, cedar and Holm oak survive along the 
west and east boundaries of the area providing continuity with the formal gardens to 
the south.  These trees are generally smaller than their southern counterparts with 
many exhibiting multi-stemmed form, which provide a smaller scale, and which may 
have been considered more robust in this more exposed maritime situation. 

         

 Cedar and Laburnum on west boundary                     Tree stump on east boundary 

12.64 The trees on the east are partly obscured in younger, often self-set planting such as 

Sycamore. 

12.65 There is little evidence of succession planting of these important structural trees 
being undertaken on site; several stumps survive along the east boundary. 

Shrubberies and herbaceous planting 

12.66 Shrub planting occurs in the area marking internal divisions between the sports 
facilities and to ornament the east boundary.  This planting includes some unusual 
and mature exotics which may be original such as myrtle and bamboo along the east 
boundary and younger ornamentals such as Bottle brush plant (Callistemon x sp.) 

and Choisya x.  The planting is attractive and generally well-maintained. 

          

 Ornamental planting near tennis courts                       Mature ornamental shrubs in west boundary 

12.67 Standard shrubs also occur within the west planted boundary, such as tamarisk, 
Cotinus and Purple-leaved plum which add height and variety to the planting. 
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Plant health and maintenance 

12.68 No significant plant health issues were noted by this survey in the area of the sports 
facilities.   

12.69 The planting displays were generally well-maintained although some shrubs and 
trees could benefit from formative pruning and reduction (canopy raising, canopy 
thinning). 

Site furniture (seats, signage, bollards, litter bins) 

12.70 The sports area contains no park benches although possible seating alcoves facing 
east towards the tennis courts appear to survive along the west path.  Modern site 
furniture such as bollards and litter bins are also to be found while galvanised metal 
cycle safety barriers separate the area from Radipole Park Drive at the south 

pedestrian/cycle access point. 

       

 Cycle barriers onto Radipole Park Drive                          Entrance to southern car park 

12.71 Bespoke signage at the north and south vehicle entrance to the site welcomes 
visitors. 

12.72 All of these features were in good repair at the time of this survey, although the lack 
of a cohesive strategy in terms of design style detracts from the overall presentation 
of the site. 

Anti-social behaviour 

12.73 No evidence of anti-social behaviour was noted in this area at the time of this survey.  
As with the formal gardens, the relatively high use of the area contributes to natural 
surveillance. 

Key issues affecting the condition of the sports facilities 

• Condition and safety of east fence; 

• The apparent lack of use of the east path; 

• Design and condition of north car park; 

• Design, condition and future use of play area and skate park; 

• General lower maintenance standards of public sports facilities; 

• Use, public access to and future of the pavilion; 
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• Augmentation and lack of succession of key planted features; 

• Refinement of tree planting and prevalence of invasive self-sets; 

• Lack of public seating as part of a coherent strategy for site furniture and 
memorials to enhance appearance and coherence of Radipole Park and 
Gardens. 

 

Amenity grass area 

The north area of the site is composed of a large area of amenity grass with goal posts 
indicating a football field, two small areas of hay meadow and a small community orchard 
enclosed by a native hedge near the northwest entrance.   The ground undulates evidencing 
on-going drainage issues and excavation associated with features such as the skate park. 

Boundaries 

Fencing 

Plain metal railings with integral pedestrian gates.  A short length of modern c.1m high 
galvanised metal railings with an integral pedestrian gate identifies the northwest entrance to 
Radipole Park and Gardens off Radipole Park Drive.  The entrance also provides access to 
a footpath leading to Coronation Road.  The entrance is simply presented, and it is in good 
condition. 

Security fence.  The security fencing found along the east boundary of the sports facilities 
turns northeast, opposite the northeast corner of the play area, out of the site and towards 
the railway/Spa Road.  Some evidence of rock work edging survives here suggesting that 
the east path also exited the site at this point.  No evidence of any gateway survives. 

          

 Northwest entrance to site                                   Security fencing adjacent to railway embankment 

12.74 Closed board fence/mixed boundary.  A variety of domestic boundary treatments 
are found along the northeast boundary of the site at the western end of private 
gardens.  These include close-board fence of various dates, lengths of hedging, 
informal planted boundaries and wire fencing.  The overall effect is one of confusion 
and it detracts aesthetically from the experience of the site. 

12.75 The actual site boundary with private gardens and the railway along the steep 
embankment to the east of the site is unclear on account of the dense shrubbery and 
scrub woodland established in the area.  This boundary is porous, evidenced by 
many desire lines up and down the steep bank and a well-used swing. 
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 Typical section of northeast boundary                     Porous northeast boundary near railway embankment 

Hedgerows 

12.76 A continuation of the mixed hedgerow along the west side of the sports facilities runs 
along the west side of the amenity grass.  However, this hedgerow is relatively 
recently planted c. seven years, a supporting timber post and rail fence is being 
clearly visible within it.  The hedgerow is trimmed, and it is in good condition. 

12.77 Mixed native hedge of a similar age surrounds the community orchard.  This is also 
trimmed and appears to be in good condition. 

        

 Timber fence in west hedge                      Hedge-enclosed orchard 

Football field 

12.78 A pair of goal posts locate a football field although the grass is long and rough, and 
no painted boundaries were apparent at the time of this survey.  The eastern edge of 
the area evidences damp ground with rush and sedge established in the grass. 

        

 Football field looking southeast                            Holm oak on east embankment 
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Structural tree planting  

12.79 A row of standard trees c. 25 years old stands inside the west boundary of the area 
close to the hedgerow.  These trees, which are mainly Acer sp. are well spaced and 

appear to be in good condition. 

12.80 A few ornamental trees are found along the base of the steep east slope such as 
Holm oak.  Individually these trees appear to be in good condition.  They continue to 
make an important contribution to the landscape by providing contrasting colour and 
form although their intention is diluted by the prevalence of native scrub established 
on the bank behind and above them. 

The orchard and hay meadow 

12.81 The orchard was planted in 2012 and the collection of small standard trees are in 

good condition.  They grow in cut grass.   

12.82 To the south of the orchard two rectangular areas of ground were being prepared for 
sowing with a hay meadow mix of grass and annuals at the time of this survey.  This 
feature has been established for several years.   

         

 Young orchard seen from the north                       Area of hay meadow seen from the west 

Plant health and maintenance 

12.83 No significant plant health issues were noted by this survey in this area.  However, 
areas of ground compaction and evidence of wet ground were noted within the area 
of the football field. 

Site furniture (seats, signage, bollards, litter bins) 

12.84 The amenity grass contains no park seats and no litter bins were noted on the site 
visit away from the northwest entrance.  However, some recent soil spoil piles in the 
southwest and along the east boundary of the area appear to be used for informal 

seating. 

12.85 Bespoke signage at the north and south entrance to the site welcomes and orientates 
visitors. 

12.86 All of these features were in good repair at the time of this survey, although the lack 
of a cohesive strategy in terms of design style detracts from the overall presentation 
of the site. 
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Anti-social behaviour 

12.87 Empty beer bottles were found at intervals along the east boundary of the area at the 
time of this survey. 

Key issues affecting the condition of the amenity grass 

• Condition, safety and clear definition of east boundary; 

• Lack of coherent and visually sympathetic boundary to northeast; 

• Condition and use of main grass area, with its particular drainage issues; 

• Lack of ornamental/specimen trees along east boundary of area to help continue 
design intent of overall site, and, 

• Lack of seating in area. 

  



APPENDIX D - Historic Masterplan 

The 
Master Plan for Radipole Lake, Park and Gardens, c.1930 (Reading University Museum)    
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APPENDIX E 

List of plants and shrubs 

RPG Shrub List   Direction     Direction     Direction 

Lakeside Weymouth Tennis 
Club   S>N RpgMUGA Railway side   N>S Basketball eastside   N>S 

Cottoneaster dammeri     Populus nigra T   Sycamore hedge     

Acer pseudoplatanus T   Elagnus pungens Maculata     Ilex aquifolium     

Symphoricarpus albus     Populus nigra T   Quercus ilex     

Betula pendula T   Elagnus pungens Maculata     Viburnum tinus hedge     

Ilex aquifolium T   Bottlebrush     Basketball Southside   E>W 

Viburnum tinus     Kniphia subS   VIburnum ?     

Laurus nobilis     Spirea     
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Quercus ilex     Salix alba Britensis S   Pittosprum tenufolium     

Trachicarpus fortunii     Myrtis communis     Viburnum ?     

Fuchsia     Salix alba Britensis S   
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Quercus ilex T   Kniphia     Spirea ?     

Quercus ilex     Elagnus pungens Maculata     Hebe     

Ilex J.C.Van Toll T   Budleia davidii     Mahonia aquifolia     

Symphoricarpus albus     Acer pseudoplatanus T   Berberis stenophylla     

Betula pendula     Viburnum tinus     Pittosprum tenufolium     

Ilex J.C.Van Toll T   Lonicera fragrantissima     
Euonymus japonicus 
Ovatus Aureus     

Quercus ilex S   Aesculus hippocastanium T   Ulmus procera     

Acer pseudoplatanus T   x Cupressocyparis leyllandii T   STUMP     

Quercus ilex     Myrtis communis     
Euonymus japonicus 
Ovatus Aureus     

Escallonia macrantha     Salix alba Britensis S   Pittosprum tenufolium     
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FOOTPATH     Ilex aquafolium     Mahonia aquifolia     

Symphoricarpus albus     Acer pseudoplatanus T   Osmanthus heterophyllus   E>W 

Aesculus hippocastanum T   Chamacyparis T   Ceanothus     

Berberis darwinii     Lonicera fragrantissima     
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Spirea ?     Quercus ilex   N>S ? Olivelike     

Sorbus intermedia   S>N Acer pseudoplatanus T   Pittosprum tenufolium     

Symphoricarpus albus     x Cupressocyparis leyllandii T   Viburnum     

Salix caprea     Quercus ilex S   Mahonia aquifolia     

Laburnum anagyroides     Pyracantha Orange Glow     Garrya eliptica     

Griselinia     Populus nigra Italica T   Acer pseudoplatanus T   

Berberis thunbergii     Acer pseudoplatanus T   Fatsia japonica     

Prunus     Viburnum tinus     Escallonia macrantha     

Vibernum tinus     Symphoricarpus alba     Viburnum     

Hebe Midsummer Beauty     Spirea billardii     Viburnum     

x Cupressocyparis leylandii T   Ilex aquofolium     Escallonia macrantha     

Tamerix pentandra     Sorbus intermedia T   Viburnum     

Berberis thunbergii     Ulmus procera S   ST UMP on side     

Hedera helix     Ulmus procera T   
Euonomus radicans Silver 
Queen     

Budleia davidii     Forsythia     Myrtus communis     

Syringa vulgaris     Ligustrum vulgare     
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Sorbus intermedia T   Quercus ilex T   Ceanothus     

Griselinia     Populus nigra Italica T N>S Choicya tennata     

Symphoricarpus albus     Myrtis communis     Hebe     

Tamerix pentandra     Symphoricarpus alba     Hebe     

Symphoricarpus albus     Cratagus monogyna T   
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Acer pseudoplatanus T S>N Quercus ilex S   Acer pseudoplatanus T   

Prunus Dying     Symphoricarpus alba     Choicya tennata thin leaf     
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Berberis thunbergii     Prunus spinosa T   Griselinea     

Viburnum tinus     Acer pseudoplatanus     Abelia grandiflora     

FOOTPATH     Symphoricarpus alba     Hebe     

Hypericum callicinum     Cratagus monogyna     Ceanothus      

Phormium tenax     Populus nigra Italica T   
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Eucalyptus gunnii     Cupressus macrocarpa T   Ceanothus     

Hypericum callicinum 
sub 
S   Populus nigra Italica T   

Eleagnus pungens 
maculata   E>W 

Prunus spinosa     Symphoricarpus alba     Photinia frasserii Red Robin     

Mahonia japonica     Eucalyptus gunnii (stump)    Myrtus communis     

Vinca major  
sub 
S   Populus nigra Italica T   Hebe     

Symphoricarpus albus     x Cupressocyparis leyllandii T   Symphoricarpus albus     

Phormium tenax     Symphoricarpus alba     Viburnum tinus      

Viburnum tinus     Lonicera nitida     Mahonia aquifolia     

Berberis stenophylla     
Symphoricarpus 
doorenbossii      Fuchsia     

2 Acer pseudoplatanus T   Cordyline australis     Phelinus     

Viburnum tinus     Cupressus macrocarpa T   
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Acer pseudoplatanus T S>N Cordyline australis     Prunus T   

Viburnum tinus     Acer pseudoplatanus     Hebe     

Griselinea     Cordyline australis     Photinia frasserii Red Robin     

Escallonia macrantha     Cordyline australis     Myrtus communis     

Acer pseudoplatanus     Rosa rugosa     Phelinus     

Viburnum tinus     Pyracantha atalantoides     Hebe     

Lauis nobilis     Myrtis communis     Spirea ?     

Acer pseudoplatanus T   Cordyline australis     Choicya thin leaf     

Symphoricarpus albus     TENNIS CLUB Pavillion   S>N       
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FOOTPATH     Acer sacherinum T   
Roadside South 
enterance S>N     

Griselinia     Prunus Kanzan     Prunus spinosa     

Viburnum tinus     Aesculus hippocastanium     Aucuba japonica     

Griselinia     
TENNIS CLUB Pavillion 
railway   S>N Genista lydia     

Oleria haastii     Platinus hispanica     Spirea ?     

Salix alba Brilliantisium     BASKBALL LAKESIDE   S>N Berberis thunbergii     

Escallonia macrantha     Rosmarinus officinalis     ?     

Oleria haastii     Viburnum tinus     Aucuba japonica     

Sorbus intermedia T   Berberis jullianiae     Genista lydia     

Cupressus macrocarpa T   Griselinia     Bottlebrush     

Prunus spinosa     Berberis jullianiae     Photinia frasserii Red Robin     

Aucuba japonica     Garrya eliptica     Cottinus cogginea     

Sorbus intermedia T S>N Cratagus monogyna   S>N Osmanthus heterophyllus     

Griselinia     Griselinia     Cottinus cogginea     

Spirea ?     GAP     Viburnum tinus     

Quercus ilex S   Acer pseudoplatanus     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Spirea ?     Griselinia     Osmanthus heterophyllus     

Quercus ilex T   Berberis jullianiae     Griselinia   S>N 

Spirea ?     Cratagus monogyna T   Photinia frasserii Red Robin     

Symphoricarpus albus     Acer pseudoplatanus     Griselinia     

Acer pseudoplatanus T   Betula pendula     Viburnum tinus     

Salix a lba T   DIAGONAL PATH     Ulmus procera     

      Basketball north   W>E Viburnum tinus     

Viburnum tinus     Laburnum T   Buddlia davidii     

Prunus insitia T   Viburnum tinus   W>E Senecio greyii   grass 

FOOTPATH     Ceanothus     Symphoricarpus albus     

      Spirea     Spirea ?     

      Fabiana imbricata     Laburnum     
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      Escalonia macrantha     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

      Pittosporumpurpureum     Forsythia intermedia     

      Ceanothus     Euonumous japonicus     

      Ilex aquifolium     Syringia     

      Sorbus intermedia     Viburnum tinus     

      Viburnum tinus     Berberis thunbergii     

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Cupressus macrocarpa T   

      Griselinia     Spirea ?     

      Pittosporum tenufolium     Olera hastii     

      Viburnum tinus     Spirea ?     

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Griselinia     

      Acer pseudoplatanus T   
Symphoricarpus Magic 
Berry     

      Stump     Cottinus cogginea     

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Hebe     

      
Pittosporum  tenufolium 
Purpureum     Pittosporum tennufolium     

      Laburnum T   Hypericum callicinum     

      Garrya eliptica     Weigelia florida      

      Griselinia     Camelia     

      Pyracantha coccinea     Senecio greyii     

      Chocia tennata      Pinus radiata T   

      Photinia fraseri     Pinus radiata T   

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

      Garrya eliptica     Senicio greyii     

      Forsythia intermedia     Prunus spinosa     

      Ceanothus     Robinia suckers     

      Pittosporum     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

      Viburnum tinus     Euphorbia wolferinii subS   

      Griselinia   W>E Prunus spinosa     
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      Chocia tennata      
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

      Photinia fraseri     Vinca major variegata subS   

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Viburnum tinus     

      Acer pseudoplatanus T   Spirea ?     

      Pittosporum tenufolium     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

      Chocia tennata      Viburnum tinus     

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Ribes sanguineum     

      Chocia tennata      Ligustrum ovalifolium     

      Acer pseudoplatanus T   Symphoricarpus Majic Berry     

      Pittosporum      Spirea ?     

      Pittosporum purpereum     Myrtus communis     

      Elagnus pungens Maculata     Aucuba japonica     

      
Euonumus japonicus 
Ovatum Aurea     Weigelia florida      

      Acer pseudoplatanus     Choicya tennata     

      Oleria hastii     Buddlia davidii     

      
Euonumus japonicus 
Ovatum Aurea     Garria eliptica   

1st 
bench 
centre 

      Berberis      Senecio greyii     

      Ceanothus      Lonicera fragrantisima     

      Pittosporum purpereum     Griselinia      

        T   Rosa     

Middle Car Park Topbed 
Raiway side   W>E Footbridge Railside   N>S  Spartium junceum     

Mosaic     
Li gustrum ovalifolium 
Aureum     ROsa     

Sambucus nigra     Myrtis communis     Buddlia davidii     

Pittusporum tennufolium     Spirea     Ilex altaclarensis     

Acacia T   VIburnum      Griselinia     
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Ilex Aquifolium      Populus albus T   Buddlia davidii     

Viburnum tinus     Prunus T   Rosa     

Pittusporum tennufolium     Ilex aquifolium     Laurus nobolis     

Crataegus monogyna T   Sambucus nigra     Buddleia globosa     

Viburnum tinus     Sorbaria     
Sedum spectablis Autumn 
Joy subS   

Ilex Aquifolium      Hypericum Hidcot     Ilex altaclarensis     

Rosa rugosa     Berberis stenophylla     Lonicera fragrantisima     

Railside   N>S Ilex aquifolium   N>S Griselinea     

Budleia davidii     
Pachysandra terminalis 
Variegata     ?     

Laburnum waterii Vossii T   Spirea billardii     
Eleagnus pungens 
maculata     

Sencio greyii     Aucuba japonica     Fatsia japonica     

Phormium tenax     Berberis stenophylla     Pittosporum tennufolium     

Pittosporum tenufolium     Spirea     Viburnum rhytitiphyllum     

Budleia davidii     Aucuba japonica     Lonicera fragrantisima     

Osmanthus delevarii     Pinus T   KAYGOLBY     

Viburnum tinus     Pinus T   Escallonia macrantha     

Ligustrum ovalifolium     Sambucus nigra     Cotoneaster salisifolia     

Phormium tenax     Cotoneaster salisifolia     ?     

Syringia     Forsythia intermedia     Mahonia aquifolia     

Pinus nigra T   Populus T   Pittosporum tennufolium     

Forsythia intermedia     Populus T   Sorbaria     

Viburnum tinus     
Pachysandra terminalis 
Variegata     Viburnum tinus     

Sambucus nigra     Berberis thumbergii     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Hebe     
Euoumous radicans Silver 
Queen     Hedra helix Goldheart     

Ilex Altaclarentis     Berberis thumbergii     Choicya tennata     

Euonymus europeus     Sorbaria     Lonicera fragrantisima     
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Osmanthus delevarii     Pinus  T   Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Acer pseudoplatanus T   Acer T   Mahonia japonica     

Spirea   N>S Cupressus macrocarpa T N>S Berberis thunbergii   S>N 

Lonicera fragrantisima     Symphoricarpus albus     Deutzia rosea     

Cotoneaster     Berberis thumbergii     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Hypericum callicinum     Viburnum rhytidiphyllum     Viburnum tinus     

Ligustrum ovalifolium     Populus     Thyopsis T   

Populus T   Pittosporum tenufolium     Mahonia japonica     

Viburnum tinus     Aucuba japonica     Viburnum rhytitiphyllum     

Ilex Altaclarentis T   Ilex aquifolium     Aucuba japonica     

Spirea     Sorbaria     Sorbaria     

Ilex Aquifolium      Pittosporum tenufolium     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Cuprssus T   Aucuba japonica     PATH     

Quercus ilex T   Ilex aquifolium     Salix alba     

Ligustrum ovalifolium     Sorbaria     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Ceanothus     Pittosporum tennufolium     Verbena vernosa     

Sorbaria     Budleia davidii     Buddleia davidii     

Fatsia japonica     Centenery club   N>S ?     

Berberis thumbergii     Symphoricarpus albus     Cotoneaster salisifolia     

Weigelia florida     Cotinus coginea     ?     

Danae racemosa     Ligustrum japonicum     Hypericum Hidcote     

      Pittosporum tunufolium     Abelia grandiflora     

South end of Centenery club   N>S Trachycarpus fortunii     Camelia     

Spirea     Prunus T   Skimmia     

Myrtis communis     Chocia tennata      Phormeum tenax     

Hypericum callicinum     Ligustrum japonicum     Botttlebrush     

Spirea      Bottlebrush     Phormium tenax Pink     

Abelia grandiflora     Lonicera fragrantisima     ?     

Pittosporum tennufolium    Quer cus rubra T   Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Ligustrum japonicum     Cuppresssus T   Choicya tennata     
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Cotinus cogginea     Osmanthus?     Epimedium     

Ligustrum japonicum     Ligustrum japonicum     Hebe     

Ligustrum ovalifolium     ?     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Mahonia japonica     ?     Pinus radiata T   

Ilex aquifolium     Ligustrum japonicum     Pinus radiata     

Acer palmatum disectum     Malow     Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Cotoneaster     Buddleia glabosa     Fuchsia     

Fuchsia   N>S Spirea     Ilex aquifolium     

Fatsia japonica     Bottlebrush     Phlomis tenax     

Rhododendron     Forsythia intermedia     ?     

Aucuba japonica     Spirea     Pyracantha coccinea     

Camelia     Garrya eliptica     Cordyline australis     

Rhododendron     Forsythia intermedia     Pittosporum tennufolium     

Mahonia japonica     Rosa rugosa     Pyracantha coccinea     

Fatsia japonica           
Viburnum Bodnantense 
Dawn     

Colutea            Ilex altaclarensis     

Acer japonica           Weigelia florida      

Rhododendron           Buxus sempervirens     

Colutea            Weigelia florida      

Acer           Lauris nobolis     

Ceanothus           Cornus alba      

Grisellinia           Lonicera fragrantisima     

Rhododendron           Rosa rugosa     

Peris ForestiiFlame  N>S       Ligustrum ovalifolium     

Rhododendron           Budleia davidii     

Mahonia japonica   N>S       Rosa rugosa     

Camelia           Quercus robor T   

Rhododendron           Sambucus nigra     

Ligustrum japonicum                 
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Mahonia japonica           Carpark Roadside  W>E     

Ligustrum ovalifolium           Myrtis communis     

Spirea           Pitttosporum tenufolium     

Osmanthus heterophyllus           Deutzia     

Spirea           Hypericum Hidcote     

Ribes sanguineum           Deutzia     

Escallonia macrantha           Weigelia florida      

Ribes sanguineum           Phormium tenax     

Escallonia macrantha                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium                 

Viburnum tinus                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium aureum                 

Hydranga macrophylla                 

Berberis thunbergii                 

Fatsia japonica                 

Hydranga macrophylla                 

Pittosporum tenufolius                 

Euonymus europeus                 

Fatsia japonica                 

Viburnum opulus                 

Pittosporum          LARGE 
ASH STUMP   N>S             

Hedera collhica variegata                 

Pittosporum tennufolium                 

Fatsia japonica                 

Aucuba japonica                 

Pyrus salicifolia T               

Griselinia                 

Cotoneaster                 

Mahonia aquifolium                 
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Pittosporum tennufolium                 

Pyracantha                 

Phlomis fruiticosa                 

Hypericum callicinum                 

Escallonia macrantha                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium                 

Budleia davidii                 

Viburnum tinus                 

Prunus T               

Phormium tenax                 

Berberisa stenophylla                 

Viburnum tinus                 

Berberis thunbergii                 

Laburnum T               

Euonymus japonicus                 

Sencio greyii                 

Cottoneaster salisifolia                 

Griselinia                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium                 

Buxus sempervirens                 

Abelia grandiflora   N>S             

Pittosporum tennufolium                 

Pittosporum tennufolium                 

Chocsya tennata                 

Bottlebrush                 

?                 

Sambucus nigra                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium Aureum                  

Paeone                 

Aucuba japonica                 
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Ligustrum ovalifolium Aureum                 

Phellinus                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium                 

Griselinia                 

Ligustrum ovalifolium                 

 


