
Site number: SY67/016                                    Site Name: Melcombe Regis Cemetery  

Survey date: 04/06/2023                           Grid ref: SY671795  
          

SNCI SITE ASSESSMENT 
 

 
Owner/contact: 
 

Emily Brown 
Weymouth Town Council 
 
 

Tel: 01305 239292 
07966 800813 
 

Address: The New Town Hall, 
Commercial Road, 
Weymouth, Dorset 
DT4 8NG 

LPA: Dorset Council 
 
Nearest town/village: Weymouth 
 

 

 
FIRST ASSESSMENT 

 

Date selected 
 

09/10/1992 
Monitored 14/10/2010 

Reason for selection 2.06 GN 
 

DRDB species  
 

 

 
MONITORING VISIT 

 

Surveyor Ian & Georgie Laing  
 
 

Contact with landowner or tenant? 
Yes 

Time on site 2.5 hrs 
 

 
Overall condition 

 
Fair 

 
 

 
Improving 

Condition note 
(e.g. main reason for 
improvement or decline) 

 
Recent implementation of cut and collect mowing for part of the site 
has been rewarded with an apparent increase in indicator species 
compared with previous surveys 
 

   

 
MONITORING ASSESSMENT 

 

Panel date 08/08/2023 Decision 

   Monitoring whole site X Confirm X 

   Monitoring part site  Amend  

   Proposed addition  Delete  

  Re-survey  

  More information  

 

Amendment notes Delete compartment  

 Reason for deletion  

 Amend boundary  

 Amend reason for 
selection 

 
 

 Other  
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HABITAT SURVEY 
 

 
 

 

Habitat Code Notes 

Neutral grassland - semi-improved GN1.GS0 
Approx 5.3 ha managed by amenity 
cutting 

Neutral grassland - semi-improved - species rich GN1.GS1 
Approx 1.7 ha managed by cut and 
collect 
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SITE INTEGRITY MONITORING 
   
Summary Description 
 
Melcombe Regis Cemetery in Weymouth covers an area of just over 5 ha in two sections, 
separated by a road. It consists of semi-improved neutral grassland with scattered trees of a 
variety of mainly ornamental species (not recorded) and some minor scrub, intersected by 
tarmac pathways. A few of the trees are large conifers that throw a lot of shade. Burials no 
longer take place within the SNCI section of the cemetery, as these are confined to the 
northern area of the cemetery.   
 
Site Description 
 
Parts of the sward were close cut at the time of the survey. There has been a regular regime 
of cutting the grass over the whole of the site with no removal of the cuttings, but for the 
previous two years an area of about one third of the SNCI (see habitat map) has been 
managed by being left until July/August, then mown with the cuttings then removed.  The 
extent of this proportion is resource limited.  
The grassland was composed of abundant Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Common Bent 
(Agrostis capillaris) with frequent Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), Yorkshire Fog (Holcus 
lanatus) and Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne), with  locally occasional Rough 
Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis). 
There were several interesting plants in the sward. These occurred much more frequently in 
the managed area (as above) but were found throughout the SNCI. They included Rough 
Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), Oxeye Daisy  (Leucanthemum vulgare), Cat’s-ear 
(Hypochaeris radicata) and occasional Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and 
Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra). 
The number of Dorset Notables Species has increased for the first time since the original 
survey. This is possibly as a result of improved management. Of these species, Pignut 
(Conopodium majus) was found only outside the managed area.  
 

Dorset Notable Species 
Neutral Grassland notables: 

09/1992 04/2000 08/2010 06/2023 

Spring Sedge  (Carex caryophyllea) R    

Common Knapweed  (Centaurea nigra) O * LO O 

Ladies’ Bedstraw  (Galium verum) R    

Rough Hawkbit  (Leontodon hispidus) LF * A F 

Oxeye Daisy  (Leucanthemum vulgare) OLF * LO A 

Common Birds-foot-trefoil  (Lotus corniculatus) LF * FLA O 

Creeping-jenny  (Lysimachia nummularia) R    

Corky-fruited Water-dropwort  (Oenanthe pimpinelloides) R *  O 

Trailing Tormentil  (Potentilla anglica) R    

Common Dog-violet  (Viola riviniana) R *   

Mouse-ear-hawkweed  (Pilosella officinarum)  R *   

Burnet-saxifrage  (Pimpinella saxifraga)   *   

Cowslip  (Primula veris)  * O R 

Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris)    R 

Pignut (Conopodium majus)    RLO 

Quaking Grass (Briza media)    OLF 

Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis) O * O OLF 

Total: 12 10 6 10 

     

Calcareous Grassland notables:     

Hairy Rock-cress  (Arabis hirsuta)  *   

Total:  1   

Fen notables:     
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Common Fleabane  (Pulicaria dysenterica) R  R O 

Total: 1  1 1 

     

Total: 13 11 7 11 

 

* Negative Indicator Species     

Spear Thistle  (Cirsium vulgare) R    

Ragwort  (Senecio jacobaea) R * O O 

Broadleaved Dock  (Rumex obtusifolius)   O  

Total: 2 1 2 1 

Cover of trees and/or scrub     

Cover of Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) n/a n/a n/a n/a 
*Grassland – Nettle (Urtica dioica), Creeping and Spear Thistle (Cirsium arvense and vulgare), Ragwort (Senecio 
                         jacobaea), Broad-leaved and Curled Dock (Rumex obtusifolius and crispus). 
    

 

 

Image 1: View of area managed as meadow with annual cut and removal 



Site Number: SY67/016 Site Name: Melcombe Regis Cemetery 

Compartment number: N/A Survey Date: 04/06/2023 

SNCI: CONDITION MONITORING: GRASSLAND 
Main reason for selection 
This provides the criteria for monitoring.  

2.06 neutral grassland      

Grassland sites  

Currently in ESA / CS/ HLS / ELS? No 

Type of grazing none 
 

Level of grazing N/A 

Bracken encroachment none 
 

Scrub encroachment none 
 

Agricultural improvement No 

Weed control Yes – paths only 

 

Has it changed significantly since the last visit? Yes  

Overall management condition: Good  

Meeting management objectives? Yes  

 

For all grasslands Negative Indicators DAFOR What to look for: Problem? 

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass  >25% cover or any significant increase Yes / No 

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle    > occasional  Yes / No 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle    > occasional  Yes / No 

Rumex crispus Curled Dock    > occasional  Yes / No 

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock    > occasional  Yes / No 

Jacobaea vulgaris Ragwort O   > occasional  Yes / No 

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle   present   

 

Negative Indicators in Neutral grassland (GN) 

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O >25% cover or any significant increase Yes / No 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass  >25% cover or any significant increase 
(except MG9) 

Yes / No 

Juncus effusus Soft Rush  >10% cover or any significant increase Yes / No 

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O >25% cover or any significant increase Yes / No 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup R >25% cover or any significant increase Yes / No 

Trifolium repens White Clover R >25% cover or any significant increase Yes / No  

 

Further comments on historical 
management, cutting or grazing regime, 
scrub control or weed control 
 

Historically management has been with regular (usually about 3 times per year) 
mowing with cuttings not removed. 
Weed control on tarmac paths only, when and if necessary. 
 

Further comments on practical 
management, threats or opportunities 
for enhancement 

Currently most of area managed as historically, but for the previous two years an 
area selected as potentially floristically richer has not been mown until 
July/August, when all cuttings are removed. This is planned to continue, depending 
on resources being available. 
The regular mowing regime will limit scrub encroachment. 
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