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APPLICATION FORM FOR GRANT 24/25 

Please read the policy on pages 1, 2 and 3 before filling in the form. 

1. Name/Address of Organisation: 

Valise Noire Storytelling Theatre 

Name of person making the application: ……Michele O’Brien 

 

Position in organisation: Co-Director 

 

Contact phone number: Provided 

 

Email address: Valisenoire@gmail.com 

 

2. About Your Organisation                 

Does your organisation: Yes/No 

Have its own bank account, with two unrelated people to authorise cheques 
and make withdrawals 

YES 

Have at least three members on its management committee YES 

Have a constitution, terms of reference or set of rules (please contact for 
help with this if needed) 

YES 

Is your organisation: Yes/No 

a voluntary organisation without any paid members YES 

a registered charity? (include charity number) NO 

part of, or affiliated to, a larger organisation? (name) NO 

3.  



 

2 

 

3. Aims and objectives of your organisation; What does your organisation do and how 

does it benefit the residents of Weymouth? 

 

Additional Information:  

How many members does your organisation have? 3 

How many people will benefit from this funding? 300 

How many of these are Weymouth Town Council area residents? 200 

How much funding are you applying for? 3000 

What is the total cost of your project? 57,735 

Has the project that you want the funding for already happened? No 

Will you be passing the funding on to any other groups (except to pay for 
goods and services)?    

No 

 

 

4. Briefly describe the project or purchase you would like the funding for.  Please include 

how will the funding benefit the community or residents of Weymouth? How do you 

know that the groups you work with, or the local community, want this project to take 

Valise Noire is a storytelling theatre company that creates, tells and interprets 
stories through oral and visual forms.  It is an organisation born from a 
collaboration to explore the ways in which stories are collected and 
communicated, exploring cultural and heritage topics. Working with communities, 
the public, outcomes of projects are workshops, exhibitions and performances, 
often in outdoor site specific locations. Our latest project The Dippers will apply 
for National Heritage Lottery funding to research and present in an engaging way 
the story of the women who dipped and the Dipped, those who used the Bathing 
machines.   
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place?  How will this funding lead to greater self-sufficiency and lessen the need for 

future applications? 

 

 

5. How will you spend the money you are applying for?  

Item Amount 

Workshops £400 

Travel £100 

Performances x 3 £2000 

Marketing  500 

Total £3,000 

6.  

 

6. How else are you funding your project? Have you applied for any other funds/grants 

towards the cost of this project or purchase? Please include details below and include 

grants from other organisations, fund raising and existing reserves: 

Source £ Confirmed? 

Community and Culture Project Fund Round 
8 

4000 No 

National Heritage Lottery  50,735 No 

   

   

Our research at Dorset History Centre will be brought to life in imaginative ways, 
through lively costumed characters, whimsical puppetry, automata, and tableaux 
vivant. Audiences of all ages will be drawn into the surprising history of sea-
swimming as we create unforgettably amusing yet thought-provoking 
experiences. Collaborating with Weymouth Museum, and community groups, 
Valise Noire will celebrate our shared heritage, spark new connections, and 
ignite a sense of wonder for our past. 
The legacy of The Dippers will be a show, a proposed performance at GreenHill 
Gardens complete with interpretation panels for libraries, with the capacity to 
delight audiences, 
sparking curiosity and conversation. Supported by a robust online presence and 
downloadable Education Pack, this project aims to inspire and educate beyond 
the live performances. 
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Total   

7.  

 

7. If your project focusses on a particular area of Weymouth, please give the name of the 

Councillor who is supporting your application? 

 

 

8. How is your organisation normally funded? Not applicable to new organisations: 

 

9. The Council wishes to ensure that its limited grant budget goes to help those most in 

need. The Council will not normally fund events or activities for which a charge is made 

e.g. tickets for a dinner or a fee to attend a club. If it is intended to have a charge, please 

let us know how much people will be charged to access this project and what steps are 

to be put in place to ensure as many people as possible from Weymouth are able to 

access the project.  

 

If a surplus is to be made please detail how and when these funds will benefit the 

communities in Weymouth: 

 

 

 

Project by project grants from NHL fund mainly 

Cllr. Jon Orrell 

All events will be free 
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10. What fund-raising activities took place in the last 12 months and what fund-raising 

activities are planned for the next 12 months, if any? Anticipated income/expenditure 

for the next 12 months? 

 

 

11. Details of any grants (including from non-local authority) or financial support received 

from local authorities including Weymouth Town Council in the past three years with 

dates: 

 

 

12. If the funding is for security measures do you have the support of the local police 

and/or crime reduction officer? Yes / No 

 

Crime Reduction Officers Name:………………………………………………………….. 

 

13. If the funding is for work with vulnerable adults or children, do you have the support of 

either Adult Social Care or Children’s Services at Dorset Council? Yes / No 

Dorset Council Employee Name:………………………………………………………….. 

 

Please give us details of the bank account that the grant should be paid into if approved (this 
cannot be a building society passbook account):  

Name of Account: Provided 

Account number: Provided 

Sort Code: Provided 

  

We were successful with a NHL fund for £10,000 and funding from Dorset Community 
and culture fund £4000 for WonderDomes  our last project - We are now fundraising for 
The Dippers £4000 grant to Dorset and  £50,735 to NHL. 

May 2021 we received £10,000 from NHL fund to make Women of Words Dorset. 
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Please ensure you have read the policy on pages 1 - 3 before signing the form. 

Checklist (please tick the appropriate boxes)  
Have you submitted the following?  

• Your most recent bank account statement that relates to the bank account into which 
the grant will be paid; 

• A copy of your constitution / terms of reference / set of rules; 

• A copy of the minutes from your last Annual General Meeting; 

• Details of your organisation’s officers; 

• A copy of your safeguarding policy if your group works with vulnerable adults, or 
children; 

• A copy of your adopted equal opportunities policy or statement; 

• Any other documentation you feel may help in assessing your application. 

• 3 quotes for building works 
  
Privacy Notice 
In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), I/We agree that Weymouth 
Town Council will process and hold personal information about me/us and my/our group or 
organisation only in relation to this grant application. I/We consent to my/our personal 
information, including that contained in this form, being stored manually and/or electronically 
by Weymouth Town Council. It will be held securely and treated confidentially for six years after 
an application is made. I/We understand that it will only be accessed by authorised staff 
members to manage the grant application process.  
 
I also understand that Weymouth Town Council may pass details onto an official organisation 
where required to do so by law or contract. I/We understand that my/our data will be disposed 
of securely six years after the application and that I/we have the right to correct the information 
at any time. I/We have been made aware of my/our rights under GDPR. 
 
Declaration:   
 
I/We declare that the information confirmed in this application is correct and that any grant 
received will be applied as detailed in the request.  
 
I/We declare that we have read the policy on pages 1 - 3 and that our application complies 
with the policy.  
 
I/We declare that I/we have included all the requested information. 
 
I/We fully understand that if I/we do not include the requested information and/or if mine/our 
application does not comply with the policy, the application may be rejected. 
 
I/We fully understand that we will need to attend a Finance and Governance Committee 
meeting to present our request. 
 
Signed: Provided 
 
Name: MicheleO’Brien 

Date: 13.12.2024 
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For Office Use Only 
 
Grant applications must be checked against the following criteria. Any questions where the 
answer is no must be reported to the Finance and Governance Committee meeting where the 
application is being considered and must form part of the formal agenda items list for that 
meeting. 
 

Yes No 
(investigate) 

 

Yes  The grant will result in a benefit for the area covered by the Town 
Council and will contribute positively to the area of Weymouth? 

Yes  Does the grant exclude ongoing running costs? 

n/a  If the application is for running costs has the applicant included plans 
for where future running costs will be found from? 

Yes  Is the grant for a group and not for individuals or organisations whose 
function is primarily undertaken by the health authority or Dorset 
Council’s Social Services? 

Yes  Is the grant for non-political or non-quasi-political organisations or 
projects? 

Yes  Is the grant application for £3,000 or less? 

n/a  For applications between £3,000 or £5,000, has the applicant fully 
detailed the exceptional circumstances? 

Yes  Does the application include the required financial and organisational 
information? 

Yes  Is this the only application in this financial year from this group or 
organisation? 

Yes  Is the applicant based in the Town Council area? If not, has the 
applicant detailed what proportion of beneficiaries of the grant reside in 
the area?  

Yes  Is the application for future funding? (i.e. not retrospective) 

Yes  Is the grant for the sole use of the applying group and not to pass on 
money? 

n/a  Has the applicant demonstrated how one-off grant funding will lead to 
greater self-sufficiency and lessen the need for future applications? 

n/a  For applications for funds for security measures, does the applicant 
have the support of the local police or crime reduction officer? 

n/a  For projects involving vulnerable children or adults, do the organisers 
have the support of Adult Social Care or Children’s Services at Dorset 
Council? 

Unknown Will a representative be attending Finance & Governance Committee? 

n/a  Scoring matrix approved by the Grant Subgroup? 
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Assessing officer: Helen Legg 
 
Date of assessment: 07/01/25 
 
Decision (delete as applicable): proceed to committee 
 
Approved as agenda item for the Finance and Governance meeting on: 26/03/25 


